A Christmas Carol – Writer’s Purpose
Why did Dickens choose to write about his characters and themes? 
Use these comments in your introductions!
Scrooge
Dickens was angered by the wealthy mid-upper classes who were ignorant to the struggles of the poor. Scrooge represents all of the qualities that these people had that frustrated Dickens. Dickens exaggerates him and makes him truly grotesque and detestable character at the start, to demonstrate to his readers that even the most ignorant and heartless in society can change and seek redemption.
Fred
Dickens created Fred to be the archetypal (stereotypical) Victorian gentleman and the complete contrast to Scrooge. He is there as a role model to both Scrooge and the reader – he is what Scrooge could have been, had he not become obsessed with money, but is also there to remind Scrooge that he has a family and is loved – it’s not too late.
The Cratchits
Dickens uses the Cratchits to show Scrooge and the reader what life was like to be poor and destitute. They are there to show Scrooge that, regardless of the fact they have no money, they are happy because they are a family – Scrooge does care about Bob, and particularly Tiny Tim, so it helps him to see the people affected by his ‘are there no workhouses?’ comments.
Marley’s Ghost
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dickens’ message with Marley’s ghost is that your sins in life punish you in death – he has not been able to enter Heaven, but instead must wander the Earth forever more, weighed down by the chains (a physical representation of the burden of his sins).
The Ghost of Christmas Past 
Dickens shows the GoCP as being associated with light to represent the idea that the knowledge of Scrooge’s past is what will help him to change his present and future. He reminds the reader that our pasts make us who we are, and we cannot truly change unless we face up to our past errors. The light can also be seen to represent enlightenment (finding the path to God).
The Ghost of Christmas Present 
Dickens uses the GoCPr to represent generosity. He also bears a torch, which represents the idea that he is going to ‘open Scrooge’s’ eyes to the society around him – he is there to force Scrooge to see past his ignorance. He shows Scrooge what he can have, if he changes his ways.
The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come
Dickens uses the GoCYtC to show Scrooge what his future holds if he does not redeem himself – a lonely death. He gives a final message that Scrooge must act on his desires to change – it is not enough to regret, he must now commit to changing his behaviour once and for all.
Christmas
Dickens set his novella at Christmas time as it is the ‘most’ Christian time – a time for giving, family and love – all things that Scrooge is shown to struggle with. It is also a time for forgiving, which is perhaps why he has Scrooge redeem himself on Christmas Day, with a new year about to start. The Victorians also loved Christmas, so theming his novella at Christmas time, and giving it ghosts (also very popular) would have helped to make his readers intrigued and receptive to the moral messages.
Family
The Victorians had very strong family values – they believed that family was more important than anything else. Many of his readers would have been terrified at the thought of losing their family and ending up alone like Scrooge.
Poverty
Dickens was angered by the amount of poverty in Victorian Britain that was going unnoticed by the wealthy. He warned (through the children of Ignorance and Want) of the dangers of being ignorant to the ‘want’ of the poor – he hinted at the threat of revolution and uprising. When Scrooge changes, Dickens ensures he gives money to the charity workers and raises Bob’s wages – a message to the wealthier readers that it is down to them to change society for the better.
Redemption
In order to avoiding ending up with a punishment like Marley’s, Scrooge must change his ways in life – a message to the readers about seeking redemption for their sins, and following the moral, Christian path from then on. 
