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	NAME: ___________________

An Inspector Calls Plot Summary
Arthur Birling has convened a dinner for the engagement of his daughter, Sheila, to her boyfriend, Gerald Croft. Eric, Sheila’s brother, drinks heavily and appears mildly upset. Gerald gives Sheila her ring, and Sheila and Sybil leave the room to try on wedding clothes. Eric goes upstairs. Arthur tells Gerald he knows the Croft family considers themselves social superiors of the Birlings, but that’s easily remedied, he says, as he expects a ______________ for his business successes. Eric returns, and Arthur gives the two young men advice about professional life, saying that people ought to ‘____________________________ ____________________’ and dismisses socialism as being mixed up like ‘__________ _____ ___ _____’. Edna, the maid, announces that an Inspector Goole is here to speak to Arthur. This cuts Birling off mid sentence with a ‘_________ ring of the doorbell.’ The Inspector should create an impression of ‘______________. _________________ and ________________’.

The Inspector announces that a girl named Eva Smith has died of an apparent suicide. The Inspector asks Arthur if he knows anyone by that name. Arthur initially denies it, but after seeing a picture, he admits to employing Eva at his factory, and firing her when she incites a failed strike for higher wages. Arthur says he is not sorry for doing so, stating ‘If you don’t come down _______ on ________ __________ they’d soon be asking for the ____________’. Arthur believes that his foremost obligation is to his profits. 

When Sheila returns to the room, the Inspector begins interrogating her. It is revealed that Sheila got a girl fired from Milward’s, a local shop, for giving Sheila mean looks as she was trying on clothing. Sheila regrets to hear that the person she incriminated was none other than Eva Smith, and that she and Arthur are responsible, in part, for Eva’s poverty and suicide. She describes herself as a ‘___________, ___________ little creature’. The Inspector turns to Gerald and asks if he knows someone named Daisy Renton. Sheila realizes, from Gerald’s expression, that Gerald knows this name. When all but Sheila and Gerald leave the room, Sheila accuses Gerald of having had an affair with Daisy Renton the previous summer. Gerald admits to this. He asks Sheila to hide this information from the Inspector, but she says it won’t be possible because the Inspector probably already knows. Act One ends.

Act Two begins with the same set. The Inspector questions Gerald about Daisy Renton, and Gerald admits to the affair in front of Sheila and her parents, Arthur and Sybil. Gerald is embarrassed by his indiscretion, but insists his concern for Daisy was authentic and he is ‘rather more _______ by this business than he appears to be’. Gerald tells the Inspector he is going to leave for a walk. 
The Inspector moves on to Sybil, who, on being questioned, says that she, as director of a charity, refused assistance to a pregnant woman. The Inspector tells them that the girl Sybil turned away was Eva Smith, or, as Gerald knew her, Daisy Renton. She admits to being ‘_________’ against her case from the start as the girl called herself ____ ___________. She is judgemental and calls her a ‘girl of that _____’. Sybil says she feels no regret, as Eva/Daisy had claimed she was pregnant but was not married to the child’s father. To this, Sybil responded that Eva/Daisy should ask the child’s father for money. Act Two ends.

In Act Three, with the same set, Eric admits to an affair with Eva/Daisy, and to a drinking problem that makes many of the details hazy. The Inspector demonstrates that each member of the Birling family, and Gerald, has played a part in Eva/Daisy’s suicide, and that all should consider themselves guilty. Before he leaves, the Inspector gives a speech that is the direct antithesis of Mr Birling’s previous one. He says that people must look out for one another, and ‘We are all members of ______ ____’. The Inspector departs. 

Sheila, wracked with guilt, wonders aloud whether the Inspector is a member of the police force. The family puzzles this out, and when Gerald returns, he says he spoke to a sergeant outside who does not know of any Inspector with the name of Goole, the man who just visited the Birling home. Arthur believes that the family has been hoaxed, and that this is a good thing, since their misdeeds will not now result in public scandal. Sheila resents Arthur’s rationalisation of the family’s behaviour, and she says they are ‘beginning to ________ like _________ has happened’. They are still guilty for Eva/Daisy’s death, even if the Inspector was not a genuine officer. Gerald, however, notes that no family member saw the picture of Eva/Daisy at the same time, and that the Inspector might have conflated the family’s stories by offering pictures of different women, and changing the names from Eva Smith to Daisy Renton.
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Sheila wonders whether this would excuse everyone’s behaviour, but it does not, as Gerald still committed his affair, Eric impregnated an unmarried girl, and Arthur and Sybil behaved uncharitably to young girls in need. Arthur calls the hospital and confirms that no self-inflicted deaths have been recorded for weeks. Eric and Sheila challenge their parents’ outdated views. Suddenly, there is a ‘_______ ring of the telephone’ and Arthur answers. He alerts the family that a girl has been admitted to the hospital just now, and that her death is a suicide. As the play ends, they all ‘stare _______ and _____________’.
English Literature Paper 2 - Revision Priorities
Section A – An Inspector Calls
Key Moments:
Act 1:
· The stage directions – ‘fairly large suburban house’ – upper middle class, wealthy family – the dining room is not something a ‘poor’ family would have, so setting the whole play in this room reminds the audience of their wealth throughout – it also shows the size of their house, if the whole stage is just one room!
· Priestley sets the characters and their relationships up in this act – ‘portentous’ (Mr B), Mrs B is his ‘social superior’ – she is old money, their relationship represents the fact that the wealthy upper class had a need to marry their daughters to those like Mr B who were ‘upwardly mobile’ and had the means to make their own money (this saved their families – very selfish!)
· Sheila is set up as ‘too excited’ – perhaps she is meant to be the young girl who has been spoiled as a child, and is very much still seen as a child by her parents – they have control of her!
· Eric is ‘not quite at ease’ – he’s a bit awkward – he’s not very good at business and his father thinks he’s pretty useless as a result - he doesn’t seem to really know where he fits into his family and society – this results in him being quite irresponsible, drinking too much (squiffy) and going out and sleeping with women – could this be seen as a reaction to his overbearing parents and needing to feel important/wanted?
· Notice that 1 child is set up as very naive (Sheila) and the other as not quite knowing where he fits in – this is Priestley demonstrating how the younger generation are mouldable and impressionable – they can change! Sheila calling her mother ‘mummy’ and Mrs Birling educating her on how to be a good wife (‘men with important business…’) also set her up to be quite immature, but as having the potential to change.
· We see Mr Birling bragging about his ‘knighthood’ to Gerald, and sounding very self-righteous about all things historical – the Titanic being ‘unsinkable’ and there not being a ‘chance of war’ – this shows the ignorance of the upper middle class, wealthy Capitalists (Priestley believed these were the people to blame with many of the issues in society – the poor treatment of the lower classes, right through to the cause of the wars)
· We learn that Gerald is a ‘Croft’ – a very wealthy family who are Mr B’s ‘rivals in business’ – it starts to make sense why they are so keen to impress his parents, marrying your daughter off into a family with a good reputation was extremely valuable to a man like Birling.
· The Inspector arrives and the light changes to ‘harsher’ – this is a signal to the audience that the action is really about to start – it’s a dramatic device! Mr Birling tries to name drop to get rid of the Inspector – ‘Alderman’ and ‘Lord Mayor’ – again, Priestley making Mr Birling embody everything that is wrong with the wealthy Capitalists in society – pride comes before a fall!
· Mr Birling is questioned – his priority is to ‘keep labour costs down’ and we see a glimpse of Sheila’s potential coming through when she replies that ‘they’re not cheap labour, they’re people’ – quite unusual for a young woman to speak back to her father, and he isn’t too happy about it, but it is a hint from Priestley that Sheila is not quite the same as her parents! 
· Sheila realises that she had a part to play and is ‘hysterical’ – she cries, a lot! One interpretation is that this is another childish/immature reaction, but this could also be seen as her caring! 
· We get more of an insight into the type of man Gerald is, as we start to consider what he was up to while he was ‘at the works’ all the previous summer – clearly having an affair! This could well be Priestley commenting on how many of the younger men from Capitalist families treated women as possessions/considered only their own wants and needs (Gerald is a contrast to Eric – he is just a bit older, but is well embedded into the ways of the wealthy Capitalists. This allows us to feel more empathy for Eric later on, as his behaviour somehow doesn’t feel t be as abhorrent as Gerald’s – Eric makes mistakes, but Gerald seems far more arrogant and generally unlikable). The act ends on this dramatic note.

Act 2:
· Opens with the Inspector ready to question Gerald – Sheila again comes across as wiser and more independent than her family give her credit for – ‘then I’m staying’ – she doesn’t want to just be the silent ‘good wife’ that he mother is, she wants to hear Gerald’s excuses.
· Sheila also starts interrupting her mother – ‘cutting in’ – the younger generation are starting to find their feet and speak out, despite their parents attempts to silence them – ‘please don’t contradict me like that’
· Mrs B speaks to the Inspector ‘rather grandly’ – she is asserting the authority she feels comes with her class and family reputation. Gerald does not react well to being interrupted by Mrs B – ‘cutting, rather impatiently’ – he is not too comfortable with the constant boasting of Mr and Mrs B, and is more worried about trying to get himself out of the situation (at this point, he is about to be questioned about the affair)
· Sheila is conscious that she doesn’t want to get her brother into trouble (for drinking too much) but is aware they must ‘stop these silly pretences’ – Mrs B doesn’t want to accept this and is ‘staggered’, but Gerald is very quick to confirm that he ‘drinks pretty hard’ – is this another sign that Gerald is willing to make anyone look bad, if he thinks it might make himself look better?
· Mrs B and Mr B (the older generation) try constantly to silence Sheila, but she is aware that the Inspector is ‘giving us the rope so that we’ll hang ourselves’ – this is a metaphor for the Inspector asking just enough and just the right questions so that they’ll have to tell the truth – she is aware that it’s no use trying to blame or discredit the Inspector, as everything he is saying is true.
· Gerald wanted to play the ‘knight in shining armour’ for Daisy and plays on this – ‘gave me a glance that was nothing less than a cry for help’ (he makes out that Alderman Meggarty was trying to push her into doing something she didn’t want to – this is also Priestley hinting at the idea that Capitalist men in high places were often corrupt and not quite what they seemed on the surface!) He uses lots of emotive language to play on her weak state, trying to make what he did sound better (keeping up appearances/trying to get himself out of trouble!) – ‘hungry’, ‘miserable’, ‘desperately’, ‘rather shaken’
· Gerald apologises to Sheila, but follows with the beginnings of an excuse – he comes across as insincere
· The Inspector snaps at Birling for treating Sheila like she should be left out of the business because she is ‘young and unmarried’ – ‘your daughter isn’t living on the moon. She’d here in Brumley too.’ – metaphor for the fact that she’s just as responsible as the rest of them.
· Towards the end of the act (when the Inspector mentions trying to find Eric), Mr & Mrs B ‘exchange bewildered and rather frightened glances’ – are they scared about what they have done, or are they more scared about their reputations, and that of their son?
· The Inspector speaks ‘severely’ in his dialogue with Mrs B – her reaction to the fear she is starting to feel is to get more pompous and officious with the Inspector – like Gerald, she wants to get herself out of trouble, though she seems to genuinely believe that what she did was right, whereas Gerald, at least, accepts that the affair was wrong!
· Mrs B uses phrases such as ‘gross impertinence’, ‘she had only herself to blame’, ‘not a good case’ and ‘impertinently’ to first blame the girl herself for her death, and for the committee not giving her the money – Priestley demonstrates how middle-upper class women took on charitable roles seemingly to do good, but realistically to boost their social standing and appearance – they believe that it was the fault of the lower classes that they had ended up in these situations, and that they should be grateful to even be listened to.
· The Inspector can see the effect he’s having on Mrs B and Sheila here – Mrs B is rude and snappy with him ‘Inspector, you’re quite mistaken’ – she is demanding and thinks she could ‘bear investigation’ because she has done ‘nothing she’s ashamed of. The Inspector speaks very emotively – ‘this was the end’ (short sentence – reflects the ‘end’) – Sheila is clearly horrified ‘horrible-horrible!’, but Mrs B carries on and tries to blame the father (ironic, seeing as it is her son – we know this, but she doesn’t! Preistley wants to embarrass Mrs B for her disgraceful behaviour). 
· Even when the Inspector appeals to Mrs B as a mother ‘you’ve had children’, this does not work – Priestley perhaps demonstrates here that she hasn’t really been a mother to the children – they have been raised by staff. Mrs B comes across as unfeeling and cold here, but most of all, like her husband, extremely self-involved – when he worries again about reputation (‘this won’t look good’), she decides to blame him saying he ‘started’ it all!
· The act ends with Sheila, and the audience, realising that Eric is the father – this is the ultimate embarrassment for Mr & Mrs B.
· The Inspector gets angrier with the Birlings – ‘don’t stammer and yammer at me man, I’m losing all patience with you people’ – this time, they don’t answer back – MRs B is ‘rather cowed’ (like a child who has been told off!)
· Eric returns looking ‘pale’ and the curtain falls – again, a very dramatic end to a scene which would have the audience eagerly anticipating the next act!
Act 3:
· The act opens with the Birlings arguing amongst themselves – Eric speaks ‘bitterly’ to his mother, and Mr & Mrs B both continue to try to silence their children – is this turning into desperation now?
· Mr B accuses his children of having no ‘loyalty’ – of course, he means to the family reputation – Priestley demonstrates that ‘loyalty’ to those who have done wrong is in fact irresponsible
· The Inspector interrogating Eric is more quick-fire than with the others – Eric is very blunt and to the point, he does not over-explain things like MRs B, Birling and Gerald, as he is well aware he has done wrong and so focuses on the facts – there is a contrast to Gerald’s interview here, as Eric wastes far less time using emotive language to describe Eva’s condition, purely to make himself look better.
· We find out Eric stole the money from his father – interestingly, we don’t seem to dislike Eric for this – perhaps because Priestley has set Birling up as someone so heinous, and Eric seems to be trying to do the right thing (a bit of a Robin Hood sort of situation?!) – he also admits it is wrong, which we know Priestley is trying to tell us is what can make the difference – repenting for sins and wrongdoings/taking responsibility for your actions.
· Eric ‘nearly at breaking point’ shrieks at his mother that she ‘killed her’ and ‘her own grandchild’ – the Inspector has broken Eric, as he has realised the enormity of the truth. He ‘almost threatens’ his mother – this would be shocking for an audience, but, again, we quite like this, as by this point in act 3, as an audience we’re desperate for someone to bring Mr & Mrs B down a peg or two!
· The Inspector ‘takes charge, masterfully’ – he forces the Birlings to ‘remember’ what they did – remember, he controls the entire play – he asks the questions that force them to tell the truth, he stops them all seeing the image at the same time and he delivers Preistley’s messages about society and responsibility – he is Priestley’s voice and a dramatic device all rolled into 1!
· The Inspector’s final speech – ‘millions and millions’ of ‘Eva Smiths and John smiths’ contrasts with the ‘thousands’ that Birling is wanting to pay – again, a Capitalists idea of solving an issue is exactly what Priestley is fighting against – these short term ‘fixes’ really fix nothing, and in fact often make the issues in society worse. ‘We are members of one body’, ‘ if man will not learn his lesson, then they will be taught it in fire and blood and anguish’ – reference to the wars – Priestley suggests that the wars were caused by the ignorance that he warns against in his play (remember it is set in 1912 but written in 1945 as a warning not to go back to the days of class division)
· Mr & Mrs B have changed in no way – Mrs B is still demanding things from the maid – ‘I’ll ask Edna to wait up and make us some tea’ – all they are concerned about is themselves and their own reputations – Birling doesn’t even want to tell Gerald ‘we needn’t bother him’ – he still wants Sheila to marry him, despite all of this!
· Gerald comes up with the idea that the Inspector wasn’t real – he, Mrs B and Mr B are delighted that they think everything is now fine – ‘we’ve been had’ (Gerald) – they’re convinced it makes ‘all the difference’, when, of course, Priestley’s message is that is doesn’t at all – they all still did what they did, which Sheila & Eric recognise – ‘(bitterly) I suppose we’re all nice people now’ – her sarcasm here has shown her maturity, and how much she has grown up throughout the course of the play. Eric recognises that ‘the girl’s still dead, isn’t she?’. Again, the older characters and Gerald start to try to say that this is not necessarily true – but the audience, and Sheila and Eric appreciate that this makes absolutely no difference, and if you have done something awful to another person, you must make up for this, regardless of the consequences.
· The phone ringing at the end is the final dramatic device used by Priestley. The telephone itself is a symbol of their wealth, and telephone conversations have played an important role throughout in revealing key information/delaying information to create suspense. The stage direction ‘they stare guiltily and dumbfounded’ is Priestley demonstrating that, as the audience, Sheila and Eric have already realised, you cannot escape punishment for things you have done wrong – we must take responsibility for our mistakes, otherwise others in society suffer. The real Inspector has to come as the older generation have still not learned, so Priestley is showing that people must learn, no matter how that happens – they cannot escape the truth.
Key Revision points:
· The main messages – taking responsibility, Capitalists abusing power, the effect of our actions on others (mainly of the middle/upper class on the lower in Edwardian society), that we should embrace the time of political change in 1945 and vote labour – socialists would fight for equality, that the younger generations need to take charge and break away from the constraints of their parents views, that we should be punished for our mistakes, if we do not learn from them – personal consequences in powerful people have far reaching consequences in society
· The Inspector – as a dramatic device, as social commentator/the voice of Priestley
· Eric – he is a contrast to Gerald – also a young man from a Capitalist family, but he doesn’t quite understand where he fits – he is no good at business, his father doesn’t respect him, so he resorts to drinking and going out – he does change, though! 
· Gerald – as a younger Capitalist, accepts some responsibility but appears insincere, still expects Sheila to marry him, thinks he can take whatever he wishes with no repercussions, lives off the reputation of his family name
· Eva and Edna – only 2 working class characters – how are they treated? Why? Eva is the same age as Sheila – what is the contrast between the two? Why? 
· Mr Birling – don’t forget about him! What does he represent? Why is he there? He is supposed to be the grown up and is often portrayed as a similar age as the Inspector – why?
· Mrs Birling – from upper class originally, snooty/snobbish and ignorant woman, key role in charity purely for her own gain, completely obsessed with appearance and reputation, rude when challenged by authority, blames everyone but herself – genuinely feels that what she did was not wrong, and refuses to change this belief – happy to carry on just as before, once she feels the family reputation is safe
Themes:
· Responsibility – they all fall into this one! Individual responsibility, collective responsibility etc
· Social class – the divide, the treatment of the lower by the upper, the consequences of this treatment/abuse of power etc
· Abuse of power – all of the Birlings and Gerald abuse their positions of power and trust!
· Morality – the moral and religious lessons we should learn
· Greed – the impact on others
· Wealth/money – mistreatment of it, link to social class, how is money used throughout the play?
· Gender/treatment of women – who is treated poorly? Why? How? By who? Does it depend on class? Think about Sheila and Eva in particular!
· Older generation vs. younger generation – what are the differences in their attitudes, behaviours, feelings?

Context AIC - Life in 1912
Workers
19th century Britain saw a huge population increase accompanied by rapid urbanisation stimulated by the Industrial Revolution. The large numbers of skilled and unskilled people looking for work kept wages down to a barely subsistence level. Available housing was scarce and expensive, resulting in overcrowding. These problems were magnified in London, where the population grew at record rates. Large houses were turned into flats and tenements, and as landlords failed to maintain these dwellings slum housing developed.
Women
At the start of the Twentieth Century, women had a very stereotypical role in British society. They were subservient to men and had very few rights. If married, they stayed at home to look after the children while their husband worked and brought in a weekly wage. If single, they did work which usually involved some form of service such as working as a waitress, cooking etc. Many young women were simply expected to get married and have children. 
Advances in technology
Titanic was an example of this. It had advanced safety features such as watertight compartments and remotely activated watertight doors, but there were not enough lifeboats to accommodate all of those aboard due to outdated maritime safety regulations. It was said that the builders and owners of Titanic claimed she was 'unsinkable'. The claim actually made was that she was 'practically unsinkable', close enough, but nevertheless an unfortunate statement and one which would haunt both builder and owner for years.
Social equality
There were strong distinctions between the upper and lower classes. The rich were rich and the poor were poor. The rich set wages and set labour costs to a minimum. 
Life in 1945
Women
World War I proved to be the turning point for the campaign for women’s rights.. As men went to fight, women proved how indispensable they were in the fields and armaments factories.. Men had to acknowledge the fact that women were just as capable as them. As a result of this, many women enjoyed a newfound freedom that working and earning money allowed them.
By 1918, no government could resist and the Representation of the Peoples Act allowed women over 30 the right to vote following the suffragettes campaign. It would take a further 10 years to abolish the age qualification and put men and women on an equal footing.
Desire for social change
1945 general election. Churchill's role in the Second World War had generated much support for him amongst the British population, he was defeated in the 1945 election. Many reasons for this have been given, key among them being that a desire for post-war reform was widespread amongst the population. 
The greatest factor in Labour's dramatic win appeared to be the policy of social reform. The Beveridge Report, published in 1942, proposed the creation of a Welfare State. It called for a dramatic turn in British social policy, with provision for nationalised health care (NHS), expanded state-funded education (free education for all), national insurance and a new housing policy. The report was extremely popular, and copies of its findings were widely purchased, turning it into a best-seller. The Labour Party adopted the report eagerly. People wanted to feel more equal.
Social equality
The war was over and social classes had blended. During the war, evacuation of people of all classes, food and clothing rations for all and a mix of classes fighting in the army and helping at home meant that social class was not as clearly defined. There was a stronger sense of equality and people wanted this to continue.

An Inspector Calls – Writer’s Purpose
Why did Priestley choose to write about his characters and themes? 
Use these comments in your introductions!
The Inspector 
Priestley uses the Inspector as his own voice (he is a device), to deliver his socialist message. Priestley was extremely angry about the widespread social inequality that existed in Britain after the wars, and wanted to force his audience to consider their own part in changing the society to make it better. With the general election looming in 1945, he wanted Labour to get in to drive change for the lower classes.
Mr Birling
Priestley uses Arthur Birling to represent the arrogant, ignorant, Capitalist upper classes. He is a factory owner who treats his workers appallingly, which Priestley uses to anger the audience and turn them against Birling and men like him (many of the audience would have either been workers in a factory like that, or have had family who worked in one). He is obsessed with status and reputation, like many men like him in 1912.
Mrs Birling
Priestley uses Sybil Birling to represent privileged, stubborn, superior women in the upper classes. She is the head of a charity, purely because it makes her look good to her peers – she looks down on the lower classes and judges them as though their poverty is their own doing. Again, Priestley makes her behave in such a heinous manner as he wants his audience to dislike her and challenge behaviour such as this in the 1945 society. IT also reminds those members of the audience like Mrs Birling of the consequences of their actions.
Sheila Birling 
Priestley uses Sheila Birling to represent the children of the wealthy upper class and the privileged upbringing they had. However, he also shows how the younger generation had started to become tired of their parents’ stuffy Capitalist ideas, and were impressionable and ready for change. The message is to the younger members of the audience that many of the older generation will be stubborn, and will need their fresh young minds to drive the social change.
Eric Birling
Priestley uses Eric Birling to represent the children of the wealthy upper class and the privileged upbringing they had. Eric does not fit in to the capitalist ways – he is not good at business and is clearly uncomfortable with his life, as he drinks to console himself. He also represents how the young had been brought up to believe that they can use their position to get what they want/abuse their positions. The message is to the younger members of the audience that many of the older generation will be stubborn, and will need their fresh young minds to drive the social change. Eric does something awful to Eva, but we still forgive him, as he repents for what he did and is horrified with his own behaviour – we detest Gerald so much by the end that our respect grows for Eric even more.




Gerald Croft
Gerald begins the play with a similar status and background to Eric and Sheila, however, he has become too indoctrinated into the capitalist way of life to be truly changed. He apologises for what he did to Sheila, but the audience find him insincere and quite detestable by the end – like the older generation, he thinks that if his reputation is safe then he can go back to how he was before. Priestley’s message here to his audience that some people in society, regardless of age, will disappointingly not hear the crucial messages. 
Eva Smith/Daisy Renton
Priestley uses Eva to represent all working class young women and how they were treated. He shows how desperate she becomes when every door is shut to her by the middle and upper classes. She is treated poorly by her employer, a lover, a customer in a shop and, possibly worst of all, a charity – a message to the audience that it is everyone who can have an effect on everyone else.
Responsibility
Priestley’s message is all about responsibility – he thinks we need to take collective responsibility for society and all work together to improve it – no one can do it alone. 
Age/Generation Gap
Priestley demonstrates how many of the older generation were stubborn and refused to change – this is one of the things that angered him the most. He showed his younger audience members that they needed to break free from their capitalist families and drive change.
Socialism vs. Capitalism
Priestley was a socialist – he believed in equality for all, no class system and, most of all, that the wealthy needed to understand their impact on those who were poorer than them. The inspector represents this, and turns Eric and Sheila towards his ideologies by the end. The real inspector has to come at the end to warn the stubborn capitalists who have been refusing to change that they will be forced to eventually.
7 Deadly Sins
Priestley does link his play to religion, with messages about the consequences of greed (Mr B), pride (Mrs B & Mr B), lust (Gerald and Eric) and envy (Sheila).
Gender/Treatment of Women
Priestley demonstrates how poorly particularly working class women were treated. They were even lower than working class men and the only thing left to them if they were desperate was to sell themselves (prostitution). Sheila represents how young women were starting to change (perhaps she was a budding suffragette) as she refuses to do as the men tell her when they tell her to leave the room etc.
Dramatic Irony 
Dramatic irony is where the audience is aware of something that the character is not – in An Inspector Calls, it is used to make the audience laugh at Mr and Mrs Birling and make them look ignorant to the world around them (Mr Birling and his comments about the Titanic, and Mrs Birling when she says they should blame the father, not realising it is Eric).



An Inspector Calls Essay Planning 
	Possible Topic
	Revision Ideas – key words, quotes, scenes, characters

	The Inspector
How is the Inspector’s arrival described and who lets him in? Why is this significant?
Why is it significant that he cuts Birling off mid speech?
What adjectives are used to describe him in the stage directions?
How does he speak to the Birlings?
What are 2 quotes from his final speech? How does he channel Priestley here? 

	

	Responsibility

Younger Gen:
How does Sheila take responsibility for her actions before and after the Inspector arrives? How does she challenge her parents?

Older Gen
How do they respond to the Inspector challenging them? What quotes can you use for Mr and Mrs Birling?
How do they not learn their lesson when they discover the Inspector is not real?

Inspector
What is his message in his final speech?

	

	Women

How does Sheila change throughout the play? 






How do Mrs Birling’s used as a criticism of how outdated views can impact women?








	

	Men
How do the male characters treat women? 

How is Alderman Megarety described? What is Priestley’s message about how rich, upper class men think they can treat women?

How do Eric and Gerald treat and talk about women?

How does Birling treat Eva and Edna?

How does the Inspector challenge their views and model how a male should care and respect females in society?
	

	Unfairness / Inequality 
What is Priestley’s message about the social divide?
How does he use Birling as an example as someone who exploits the lower classes and a selfish individual?

How does Priestley present Sheila as someone who starts to challenge unfairness?

What is the Inspector’s message about unfairness during his speech? 


	

	Social Class
How are the older generation used as a warning to the 1945 audience not to go back to a time when there was a huge social divide in society?

How do Sheila and Eric begin to challenge their parents’ out dated views on social class?

How is the Inspector used as a vehicle to challenge the Birling’s narrow minded and insular views on class (think about the points he arrives)?

	

	Generational differences

How do both groups respond differently once the Inspector leaves and they realise he is not real? Consider the stage directions for Sheila and Eric. How do they challenge their parents? How are they shown as visions of hope for the future?
What does the real Inspector calling at the end teach the older generation?








	










[bookmark: _GoBack]SENTENCE STARTERS
Priestley introduces the character as…
Perhaps Priestley wanted to….. 
Priestley uses…
Priestley wants to….
Priestley communicates…… / highlights / praises / criticises / reinforces
Priestley intends to….
Priestley decided to start with….
Priestley presents _____ as…
The play closes/opens with….
Priestley wants to audience to think that…..
The character is presented as…..by Priestley to…..
Priestley uses negative language because he wants to show……
Priestley want the audience/reader to understand….
The character embodies/ represents/ symbolises….
Priestley illustrates the idea through…
The idea of….is presented by Priestley through….
The concept is explored through the use of….
When Priestley uses……..he wants to convey the idea that……
X is portrayed as…….
A sense of………….is created by Priestley by…….
The entrance of X symbolises…..
We already know that……..because…..
The audience is aware of…
When the audience discovers
The use of imperative/ questions / repetition / imagery suggest….
This character is first presented as…. / used as a symbol for….
This is a turning point because……
Priestley may be trying to/ could be trying to show…
Priestley is influenced by….
The reader may interpret this as….
Priestley challenges his readers to….
The concept of…..



	An Inspector Calls VIQs – You must know these 12 as a minimum!

	Opening stage directions
	‘a rather cold woman’ (Mrs B)
‘a rather portentous man’ (Mr B)

	Sheila (about ring) Act 1
	‘Look mummy, isn’t it a beauty’

	Sheila about Eric Act 1
	‘You’re squiffy!’

	Mr B (about socialism) Act 1
	‘All wrapped up together like bees in a hive’
‘Community and all that nonsense’

	Mr B (about workers) Act 1
	‘If you don’t come down sharply on some of these people, they’d soon be asking for the earth’

	Inspector Act 1
	‘It’s better to ask for the earth than to take it’

	Gerald Act 1
	‘I don’t come into this suicide business’

	Mrs Birling Act 2
	‘I consider I did my duty’
‘Girls of that class’

	Inspector Act 3
	‘then he will be taught it, in fire and blood and anguish’
‘We are all members of one body’

	Gerald to Sheila Act 3
	‘What about this ring?’ (Trying to give it back to Sheila)

	Eric Act 3
	‘And I say the girl’s dead and we all helped to kill her – that’s what matters’

	Mr B Act 3
	‘just a lot of moonshine’
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Essay Questions
1) How does Priestley show his ideas about gender inequality in An Inspector Calls??
Write about:
· Priestley’s views on gender inequality
· How Priestley presents gender inequality

2) How does Priestley present ideas about guilt in An Inspector Calls?
Write about:
· How Priestley presents the different characters reactions to guilt
· How Priestley presents the theme of guilt by the way he writes

3) How does Priestley present different ideas about blame and taking responsibility in An Inspector Calls?

Write about: 
· the different ideas about blame and taking responsibility in An Inspector Calls.
· how Priestley presents these ideas by the ways he writes. 

4) How does Priestley use Sheila’s change throughout the play to present his ideas?
Write about:
· How Sheila responds to her family and to the Inspector
· How Priestley presents the change in Sheila by the way he writes

5) How does Priestley use his play to comment on the issues greed & obsession with money created in society?
Write about:
· the different ideas about greed and obsession with money in the play
· How Priestley presents these ideas by the way he writes

6) ‘Sometimes a man has to look after himself and-‘
To what extent does Priestley present Mr Birling as a selfish individual?
Write about: 
· the way Birling speaks and behaves in the play.
· how Priestley presents these ideas by the ways he writes. 

7) How does Priestley show the different attitudes between two characters in An Inspector Calls?
Write about: 
· the different attitudes of two different characters
· how Priestley presents these ideas by the ways he writes. 

8) ‘An Inspector Calls is written as a warning to society’
To what extent to you agree with this statement?
Write about: 
· how the characters and ideas are a warning to society
· how Priestley presents these ideas by the ways he writes. 

9) ‘The conflict between the Inspector and the Birlings is central to An Inspector Calls’
To what extent to you agree with this statement?
Write about: 
· how the conflict between the Birlings & the Inspector is/is not central to the play
· how Priestley presents these ideas by the ways he writes. 

10) How does Priestley use Eva Smith to comment on the exploitation of the lower class, in An Inspector Calls?
Write about: 
· how Eva Smith is exploited in the play & how else we see the lower classes exploited
· how Priestley presents these ideas by the ways he writes. 
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AN At the beginning of the play, Priestley presents the Birling “So long as we behave ourselves.” - Birling tries to get Gerald to think he is of a higher status -
J INSPECTOR  household as being ‘pleased with themselves.’ They appear to be than he actually is. Birling is acutely aware that Sir and Lady Croft disapprove of Gerald’s
CALLS a strong family unit, unaware that they are all complicit in the choice of wife. His mention of a knighthood is calculated;
ide of Eva smith. standing with Gerald's parents by bragging about a position he does not have yet. He wants

to appear to be on equal standing with Gerald's father, even though he is not.

“The lighting... should be brighter and harder’ -

“You seem to be a nice, well-behaved family.’ - Gerald's
‘appearance vs reality’ through the lighting. The ‘pink and intimate’ lighting events to come. On the outside, Birling provides employment and Mrs Birling is
switches to something brighter. Light floods the stage, destroying the illusion of chair of a committee helping women in need of help, yet the characters have not
a happy, comfortable family. There is nowhere to hide for the Birlings as they Yet been forced to face the hypocrisy of these societal positions. Priestley makes it
‘each face the Inspector’s interrogation and the reality of their actions. clear that the Birlings’ ignorance will not last long.

Appearance vs Reality

“She changed her name to Daisy Renton’ — Even Eva realises that to get anywhere in this society, “You were the wonderful fairy prince.’ - Gerald
one must constantly transform and reinvent themselves. Eva must appear to be someone else in appears to be Eva’s/Daisy’s saviour, yet his
order to create some sort of future for herself. In a strange way, she islike the Birlings; rather good intentions hold dark consequences and
than face reality she pretends to be someone she is not. The only difference is that she does not ‘the reality is that he pushes Eva/Daisy closer to
have the power to maintain this llusion.

“Mrs Birling, you're a member... of the Brumley, Women’s Charity’

Organization, aren’t you?” — Mrs Birling uses her position in this

‘organization to appear to be the caring, thoughtful, upper class
‘woman, using her privilege to help those less fortunate.

8's hypocrisy, shining a light on

citv of the uooer classes.

“A police inspector is on his way
here ~ to ask some ~ question:
Here, Priestley’s message
becomes strikingly clear. If you
do not face the reality of your
actions and accept respons

there will be consequences.
Appearances are deceiving and “That man wasn’t a police officer.” ~ Even the Inspector is not who he appears to

duplicity does not last, The truth be. Of course, the identity of the Inspector is not as important as it may seem at
will out. first. Priestley is conveying that it s his message that is important. The
“appearance’ of the message does not matter yet the reality of it does. The upper
classes have a responsibility to help those less fortunate. Those like the
should not appear to be doing things to help others but should actually be doing
them.
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' | AN At the beginning of the play, the Birings are described as being ‘pleased with 1t has nothing to do with the wretched girlssuicide.
) INSPEC[‘OR themselves.’ They look out for their own and shun their responsibilities to aid immediately shuns respons and refuses to see how his actions have
CALLS the lower clases, This careree atitude s represented through the Binkand  contributed to Eva’s death. Although he will not believe that he holds
_2 ntimate lighting, The Birlings e comfortable with e because they have not o ot v death, Prietiey makes 1 cleat thet respontibity
\ Yet been frced 1o confront the divsions that e deep i thei family. wil haunt him unti h,'wim itsimportance.
5o m reallyresponsible? - Sheila immediately owns up to what she has fwe were all esponsiblefor everything that happened to everybody we'd had.
She accepts her role in Eva's death and although she i anything to do with, it would be very avkward. —Birling continues to refuse to
ed, she realises her responsibiltes. Pristley begins to plant accept responsibilty. His pompous and hubristic atttudes bind him to his
elements of hope that the younger generation wil grow up recognising wider rol i society. Birling’s refusalto accept responsibility helps Priestley to
istheirduty, as upper class members of sciety, to aid the less fortunate. persuade his audiences that capitalismis wrong for society.
| Responsibility
3 *Public men, Mr Birling, have responsibiltis as well a privileges.’
1 wos sorry for her~Prestley uses Geraldto show that even Sheila hands Gerald the ring and Mir Biling faces losing his
actions committed with the best intentions can have devastating potential business deals with Crofts Ltd and vet he still refuses to
consequences. What started as something well- meant has resulted ‘accept responsibility. Responsibility has now divided the younger
in et more heartbreak and loss for Eva. The concept of and older generations completely. Priestiey condems the older
responsiblity i tearing the Biring family apart. generation, those that won't accept responsi
( 2 We are members of one body. We are responsibl for each other.'~The / “But 1 accept no blame for it all.~ Mrs Biing, like hef
Inspector, as Priestley’s mouthpiece, i lteraly spelling out his message @ @ husband, refuses to accept responsibilty, even when
e omhis forthe Birings and his audience here. The Inspector's use of the personal confronted with her actions thatled o the death of Eva.
A police inspector s on his wa .
here o sk et v pronoun ‘we is interesting. He includes everyone in his speech, unli In doing this, she unwittingly condemns her son to
'ere — 10 ask some — questions. Birling, who at the beginning of the play, selfishly uses * to express his. ishment, strengthening the notion that she is not a
pristiey presents the power of e einingof the play sy o k rengthening the notion!
responsibility as a lasting -
message to his audience. It
cannot be ignored.
Responsibility, something which
W;S:":;""T: ’:‘:‘"i:::"!:d :;M You're pretending everything's just as it was before’ —Sheila is “You don't understand anything. You never did.’ Eric's fury at
By, s now e tes exasperated at the Birlings' refusal to accept responsibility. The older his mother's refusal to accept responsibility reaches its climax.
sometting extremely ouerfl. 25 something to be shunned and Not only has Mrs Birlng contributed to the death of Eva but her
e e oo ignored. Sheila and Eric’s vexation at the older generation is shared by segregation from her son too. Priestley is saying that refusal to
s to their role i evente the audience. Perhaps their confusion stems from the Inspector’s ‘can have long term consequences, a stark
" previous warning that refusal to accept responsibility will end in ‘fire ‘to consider their own
anet blond and anonish tes here.
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AN Atthe beginning of the play, the older and younger generations of the Birling “Just let me finish, Eric. You've a lot to learn yet.” Birling, a member of the
( ) INSPECTOR  family seem united on the surface. Sheilais unaware of Gerald's deception older generation, stifles Eric. He sees his son as weak and naive and

CALLS and s ‘pleased with life and rather excited.” sheila’s naivety and Eric’s desire
toimpress his father mean they are easy for Birling to manipulate and impress
his capitalist ideologies upon them.

therefore does not allow him a voice. Priestley makes the older
generation completely unlikeable here and is already hinting at the
animosity betwgen father and son.

‘5o F'm really responsible?” ~ Sheila immediately owns up to what she has “It's about time you learnt to face a few responsibilities.” M
done. she accepts her role in Eva's death and although she g with the sacking of Eva Smith.
traumatised, she realises her responsibilities. Priestley is dividing the Ironically, he tells Eric he needs to accept responsibility, yet this is

older and younger generations further to show the audience that Eric

the exact thing he refuses to do himself. The audience begin to
‘and sheila will not forget the events of the evening.

side with the younger generation.

Younger Generation vs Older Generation

“They're more impressionable.” Priestley presents the younger (she hands him the ring)’ — After saying she would never lose it, Sheila hands back the
generation as more willing to listen and learn. They are our hope ring to Gerald, a character who could be seen as a member of the younger generation but
for the future. Those like Eric and Sheila wil be the future leaders someone who agrees with capitalist ideals. By breaking off the engagement, Sheila makes
of society. The Inspector (and Priestley) make it clear that it will be ‘the divide between the generations irreparable. She maturely accepts Gerald's rol
the role of the younger generation to fix the mistakes made by the events. Priestley shows how far the younger generat
ignorant older generation.

Vs

n have come over the course of the
evening. They are far removed from the naive children they were at the beginning.

“It frightens me the way you talk’~ The younger
generation and older generation are completely
divided. Sheila and Eric are favoured by Priestley

because they have accepted their role in events and

refuse to forget what they did to Eva, unlike Mr and

“He ought to be dealt with very severely.”~In her

attempts to shun responsibility as a member of the
older generation, Mrs Birling unwittingly condemns her
unborn grandchild to death and her son to punishment.
Itis clear to the audience that the older generation are
bevond heloing and as such thev are detested.

“The famous younger generation
who know it al - Even as the
play reaches its conclusion, the
older generation, believing they
know better, mock the younger
generation forthe =
transformation they have gone
through. Ironically, the younger

generation DO know better than ‘What about this ring?” - The ringhere | , “In fact, it makes all the difference.’’ It is important that
Mr and Mrs Birling by the end of symbolises more than Sheila's maturity. Ina " priestley casts doubt in the Biglipgs’ minds as to whether the
the play. way, it symbolises a reunion of the older and Inspector is real. This willtest whether the older generation has
younger generations. If Sheila accepts the ring really accepted responsibility. If the Inspector isn't real and the

once more, she would be following her father’s Birlings still change, then we know they have truly accepted
wishes which would mean she sides with him. i in events. As it turns out, the older
As aresult, she cannot accept
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Eva Smith does not appear in the action of the play at all and yet her death is the force that drives the plot forward.
INSPECTOR briestiey’s decision to exclude Eva from the action is an interesting one. Showing Eva would inevitably make the audience
ALLS feel sorry for her, distracting them from the message Priestley is trying to convey. It could be argued that Priestiey wants

his audience to THINK and not to feel. Therefore, he has no ch

but to focus entirely on the Birlings and their hypocrisy.

stley uses Eva at the beginning of the play to help the “In fact, the foreman there told me he was ready to

audience side with the Inspector. Since Priestley pleads her promote her.'~ 1

case through the Inspector, who is a sympathetic character

(when it comes to Eval, the audience are led to believe that behind the strike) when these were the same qualities
Priestley is sympathetic towards her. he was originally prepared to promote her for.

"“She was taken on in a shop — and a good shop too.

—The Inspector makes it clear that Eva liked

e ° § “She changed her name to Daisy Renton’ ~This is the first

being amongst ‘pretty clothes’, perhaps to emphasise her innocence and delicacy, a far cry from ot Tt T e reiremt heealf i ender o

:'E "ad"";"‘"“:' ":;’“""d ng’s factory. At ¢ b ""'“d‘"“" Evais used by Pr “::f"yf“’ get anywhere in this harsh society. The name “Daisy’ further emphasises
egin dividing the older and younger generations. Sheila immediately accepts responsibilty for e dcate nture af tis charaver.small ek, Dafy oot 10 e
what she has done and Eva, as a faceless character, an idea or thought rather than a physical

trampled under the merciless heel of the capitalist upper classes.
resence, begins to reveal the deep rifts that exist within this seemingly ‘close’ family.

“she came to you to protect me.”~ Mrs Birling

condemns Eva and her unborn child to death,

‘even though Eva attempts to protect Eric from

the wrath of his father. Itis a tragic series of

events that occur with such momentum that
Evars fate has now been sealed.

“She’s lived very economically on what 'd allowed
her.” ~ Eva/Daisy never sacrifices her morals and
standards. In this way, it could be argued that sh
positioned on a pedestal by Priestley. She has
nothing and yet she refuses to sink to the corrupt
and hypocritical ways of people like the Birlings.

“A girl has just died... after
‘swallowing some disinfectant.” ~
Evars death could be seen as a
purging. She is trying to clean
herself of the effects of
m and although the use
fectant seems over the

top, its qualities cannot be

“There are millions... of Eva Smiths and “She called herselfMrs Biling."~Yet again,another transformation and ane which shows
ignored. Would it be too far to John Smiths” stil left with us. ~ Eva s gone ¢ i iyt ow el e s now so e caby lnked with the
say the baby itself is a result of et 4131411 Priestley uses Eva here to preserve the dramatic tensi
Y o but her presence is stil keenly felt, even ) about Eva out of sequence to preserve the revelation that Ericis the father of Eva’s baby.
capi ‘when the Inspector leaves. Eva, in a way, b

destruction symbolises that Eva

i element to the story, an element often overlooked. The
has now been cleansed of her

is the personification of respon: and
she will continue to haunt the Birlings

i s ing it simply cannot
untilthey confess. s will not llowit.
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il never let it out of my sight for an instant.” - sheila’s e “You'll have to get used to that, just as 1 had." — Mirs Birling expects

engagement ring, and more specifically the line she says when she 3l Sheila to fallinto place here and conform to the role of womer
receives it, foreshadows the dark events that are to come. The Edwardian society. Sheila faces the prospect of becoming another
deep divisions that lurk beneath the surface have not yet been

revealed, yet Sh

from the

will feel them keenly when they are.

“But these girls aren’t cheap labour ~ they're people.”~ It takes very little questioning
from the Inspector for Sheila to understand
of events are very different from her father's and the divi
‘younger generation are already apparent. In a short space of time, she is maturing
ly, naive girl she was at the bey

Sheila with the Inspector to tackle the injustices of capitalism together.

sheila is the character who changes the most throughout the play. She is nitially

INSPECTOR ' presented as being ‘very pleased with life and rather excited’, perhaps connoting naivety

and silliness. All her life she has been protected by her father's power and a capitalist
society which keeps the rich, wealthy and leaves the poor languishing in poverty.

“dome:

sphere’. Women had no real opportuni
from getting married and running a home which they were confined to.

Sheila Birling

‘50 F'm really responsible?” ~ Sheila is the first to accept responsi
s perspective chagrin of her father. It s clear now that
ns between the older and and the Inspector, Priestley’s mouthpiece,

ity, much to the

stley favours the younger generation

keen to impress his socialist views upon

them, labelling them as ‘impressionable.’ The younger generation are presented as

hope for the future. They are the leaders of tomorrow and Sheila already shows hints
of considering socialist views in her reaction to Eva's death.

is message. Already, Sh

g of the play and Priestley aligns

It fightens me the way you talk.’—
Sheila refuses to take back the ring
after Gerald attempts to win her
back. Eric and Sheila are the only
ones to see how their actions have:
had long term consequences and
although there is doubt as to whether
the Inspector is real, Sheila recognises
itis his message which is important.
‘Although it may be too strong to say
Sheila is completely socialist, she
certainly shows elements of soci
‘and priestley places her on a pedestal
so his audiences can see how they.
should also reflect on their actions.
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“Mother - stop - stop!’ — Sheila s the first to
that Eric is the father of Eva’s baby.
Sheila sees things holistically instead of only

focusing on herself and so completely
‘understands that Mrs Birli the process
of condemning her son to punishment.

“Why ~ you fool - he knows.” ~ When the Inspector
leaves the room, his presence is stll felt through Sheila.
she interrogates Gerald of her own accord and becomes
incredible perceptive. She looks at Gerald ‘almost in
triumph’ at the end of Act One. She is aware of the
Inspector’s power and knows he can't be tricked.

1 suppose we're all nice people now.”~ Sheila takes. “(she hands him the ring)’ - One of the most, f not the most, important actions Sheila completes.

onthe role of the Inspector once he leaves, yether . | / in the play. After saying how she would never let it out of her sight, Sheila gives the ring back of

Status as a member of the younger generation and her own accord, symbolising the distance the play has come. Sheila maturely accepts Gerald's

< absolute refusal to change and accept DS rolein events. Not only does this break off the engagement butis further proof that Sheila

espondiilty means she 1 mocked ond made fon of cannot see events from the perspective of her father, The division between the younger and

for her newfound views. The audience have sided older generations is now so huge that the Birling family are broken forever. In segregating Sheila
with Sheila at this point and Birling’s comments are from her father and mother, Priestley is saying to his audience that the Birlings’ destruction has

‘one last attemat by Priestlev to make him hated. been too easy, a sign that capitalism itself is weak and not sustainable for our society.
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AN Mr Birling, the hypocritical, pompous head of the family, is immediately unlikeable. He is almost -
\ y, ly
J INSPECTOR  hubristic n his arrogance. Birling is Priestley’s ‘puppet’. Throughout the play, he is made to look
an utter fool. Birling’s character is used cleverly by Priestley to shine a light on the negatives of
5

\ capitalism. He is ‘old money’ and therefore frowned upon by the elite upper classes.

“You'll be marrying at a very good time.” - Birling’s infamous speech is full of dramatic irony, used by Priestley to make audiences “Just let me finish, Eric.” - Whether intentional or not,
still experiencing the effects of the world wars, loathe him. Birling presents his opinions as fact. We know he is wrong about these Birling denies Eric a voice. His arrogance and
historical events which means his capitalist philosophy must also be wrong. The Titanic sinks, England goes to war with Germany selfishness make him believe that Eric’s ideas and
and the Great Depression ensures that society is NOT in ‘for a time of steadily increasing prosperity.” Eric and Gerald, two young attitudes are not worthy of his time. Birling says he
men, would enter the war as officers of which the average life expectancy was 6 weeks. In short, Birling is wrong. ‘has learnt in the good hard school of experience”
‘meaning he knows best.

Arthur Birling

“I might find my way into the next Honours list. Just  knighthood of course.”~ It I don't see where I come into this.”~ Birling refuses to accept responsibility for his role in
sounds as 5 mentions his impending knighthood in passing, yet Priestley shows Evars death. Birling is the antithesis of the Inspector. He really demonstrates
that Birling can be clever. His calculated discussion of a knighthood is Birling’s way of ignorance of the plight of the lower classes here; Priestley continues to make Birling

securing his acceptance amongst Gerald’s mother and father. Once again, he only unlikeable so audiences shun capitalism as a way of ife.
thinks about himself and the possil ining more power that he wi

ing speaks ‘rather ang
contrast to the Inspector who speaks ‘coolly’ and ‘rather slowly’. Priestley shows Birling
becoming flustered easily. Capitalism, it seems, is not sustainable under pressure.

‘Why, you hystericalyoung fool /= Birling has “It's about time you learnt to face a few responsibilties.” —Priesticy
"\ lost all control. He has never seen eye to eye lent early on.
Gthe telephone rings sharply.’~ \ with Eric but by the middle of Act 3, their
Once again, Birling is interrupted, this () relationship is completely irreparable. itis
time whilst chiding the younger clear that Gerald i the son Birling never had.

generations for thinking they know
best. Priestley does this so the
audience will not hear anything that
may cast the younger generations ina
bad light; they are society’s hope for

the future. Biring has refused to .. the famous younger generation who know it il ~ Birling “Now look here, Inspector ~ Throughout the play, Brling desperately tries to intimidate the

change and as such, an Inspector mocks the younger generation. He has not changed since the Inspector, an approach which only serves to prove his inferiorty. The Inspector, creating ‘an
beginning of the play and refuses to take the Inspector's impression of...solidity’, cannot be broken by the weak and fecble, Birling. Priestley does this to

ready to invade once more. warning seriously. As a result, it is people like him that will show how rapidly Birling loses control of the n. He has to refer to petty threats inan

will haunt Birling until start the fire and blood and anguish.’ Priestley’s audiencesare  attempt to get what he wants. In this way, Priestley is showing that the upper classes and their
he confesses to his crime. now completely against irling for they have experienced first - philosophies will eventually crack under pressure.
hand the fire and blood and anguish’ the Inspector speaks of.
Priestlev. in a wav. has eiven them someone to blame.
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ing is described as ‘half shy, half assertive’, meaning he is not at ease with the situation he finds himself in. He -
) INSPECTOR  does notsee isfather, Asthur Biling, o atypical paternal igure and even Gerald makes jokes to Biling at Eic's
CALLS ‘expense. Gerald, it seems, is the son Birling wishes Eric would be. He knows that he does not live up to Birling’s
expectations and suffers because of it. There is even evidence of tension betuween Eric and Sheila at the beginnin,
\ althoueh by the end of the olav thev are in asreement that the familv must accept responsibitv.

“Hust keep quiet, Erc, and don't get excited.~ Once again, Eric,in an attempt to father. He is keen to speak
gain more information regarding Eva's sicide i shouted down by hisfather. ric, his views but when he attempts to respond to Birling’s laims that the Germans
‘then, represents the idea that the younger generations lack freedom. They are. ‘don’t want war, his father stifles him. Interestingly, it seems Eric is perceptive;

expected to conform and fallinto place based on what society dictates. Priestley. the fact he raises the idea of war as a possibility shows he is aware of world
clearly shows that this is the problem we have in society. Untilthe old ways issues and politcs. The audience know Eric is on the right path with his ideas, yet
change can never happen. & does not want to hear it

“Yust et me finish, Eric.’ - Eic is denied a voice by

Eric Birling

“He could have kept her on instead of throwing her out.”— Whilst his father is busy It's about time you learnt to face a few responsibilities.” — Once agai
denying any involvement in Eva's death, Eric already shows signs of
from his father. Birling’s earlier attempts to lecture Eric and Gerald in his world
sophy clearly have not worked and Eric disagrees with the course of action that
was taken over Eva and the strike. Priestley does t
ivision that will destroy the Birling family until responsi

getting frustrated over thi. Sending Ericto a

inent grammar school i all about self-preservation in that g the future of the

elite upper classes. Eric will be taught how to be a gentleman and so the cycle will continue,
Priestley strongly opposes. It isironic that Biring scolds Eric for not accepting any

ol

/ insited on giing her enough maney. ol Eric enters looking extremely pale and distressed.”
I rentse here that he hoe a responibiity to provide Eric disappears for a large part of Act 2 and only
¢ does' ater th fct that we al elped o hen although he goce about 1t the wrong way. reappears at the end. He is questioned out of sequence

€0 kil her.’~ By the end of the play, Eric ‘This shows an element of hope for the younger in that he met Eva before Mrs Birling but Mrs Birling is
e remore o ot b one e seneration aithoush Priesly does not enirly terrogated firs.perhaps ristiey does this to make
have contributed to Eva's suicide and that J forgive Eric for this treatment of her. the revelation about him all the more shocking.
et e urte e o
i, et o 1
imran o hange i o . =
et gy e v
e e arent o v e e

*Because you're not the kind of father a chap could go to when

e rtealous and e e, Prioaey Iwas in that tate when a chap easily turns sty ~Erc uses Eva and hintsthat he s capable of
s saying that there i hope for the future he’s n trouble."~Erics segregation from his parents is Violence to get what he wants. Eic and Gerald's dealings with Eva are similar and through both
‘through the younger generation but. ccomplete and the younger generation have broken apart from characters, Priestley criticises the power the upper classes have over the poor and not just in e
mankind wil have to endure a period of  the older generation. Eric’srealisation that his mother has terms of money. Eic and Gerald demonstrate the dangers of male lust and sexual explitation of 3
suffering before they come to realise this. contributed to the death of her unborn grandchild ensures the ‘the weak by the powerful. Eric, however, realises what he’s done and out of something horr
relationship is irreparable. Eric is clearly trapped and ‘comes a symbol of hope: a baby. However, there is no place for a product of two very different
frustrated that the death of a child i sill not enough to enable classes and as such, the baby i killed when Eva cleanses herself of capitaist associations when
his parents to s that social change is needed for all she rinks the disinfectant that eventualy kill her. -
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AN Mrs B

ally described by Priestley as being a rather ‘cold’ woman, meaning she is unapproachable and distant. -
) INSPECTOR  Wr irling, she s interested in self-preservation and will do anything to get what she wants. She sees it as her duty to protect
CALLS the Birling name and is so self-involved that she neglects her duty as a mother. She is distant from Eric at the beginning of 2
\ the play, an unstable relationship that contributes to the underlying tension at the beginning of the play.
Mrs Birling enters, briskly and self-confidently)’ - As soon as Mrs .. her husband’s social superior.” — The fact Mrs Birling is ‘old money’ contributes to her desire to protect
g meets the Inspector, her arrogance s evident. She flaunts herself. She is wealthy and always has been and will do anything to ensure this happens. The fact she says to
her wealth and supposed power in front of the Inspector in an Sheila ‘You'll have to get used to that, just as | had” shows she expects Sheila to conform to the traditional role
attempt to intimidate him, yet this does not work and the upper of women in Edwardian society. Teaching the younger generation in this way ensures the future of the upper
class capitalists look foolish as a result. classes. Sheila is expected to behave like her mother, thus creating an upper class, capitalist cycle.
Sybil Birling
“Girls of that class — s Birling completely disregards the lower classes. Indeed, “He's only a boy.” Mirs Birling demonstrates numerous times how she is not a typical maternal
there is a hint of disgust here through the use of the word ‘that’. Priestley does this to figure in the play. She is completely unaware of Eric’s drinking, perhaps because she has not
make Mrs Birling completely unlikeable to an audience in the same way as her noticed the younger generation and their difficulties growing up under the harsh set of rules
husband is made to look a fool. She is completely ignorant to the plight of the lower imposed by the older generation. Even when Gerald and Sheila talk about Alderman
classes, believing they are a member of ‘that class’ for a reason. Meggarty, Mrs Birling is shocked. People in the play are not who they appear to be and Mrs
Birling is a chief culprit in presenting an ideal self to society as opposed to her real self.
“No— Eric — please — 1 didn’t know — I didn’t . prominent member of the Brumley.
understand’ A rare moment of regret from Women’s Charity... aren’t you?’ — Once again, Mrs
A Mrs Birling here, but s it sincere? Mrs Birling ing plays the part of the kind, caring upper class
‘In the morning they'll be as amused. only shows remorse when she realises a itizen yet uses her power in the wrong way. Priestley is
s we are.’~ Another sgn that Mrs member of her family is involved. She does not warning his audiences not to be fooled by those who
Biling does not change. Priestley show true signs of change. say they are doing good when they are not.
makes it clear that the older
generations are alost cause. They will
pay no attention to his warning of
“fire and blood and anguish. The
older generation will cause the war
through their dated beliefs and the He certainly did't make me confess.’~Priestley casts ve done nothing wrong —and you know it”~ Wi Birling does not change throughout the play. She,
Younger generations wil be the ones doubt n the minds of the Birling family so the and people ke her, are the reason why the lower clases suffer. Because she is completely unwilling
2o fight the war for them. Mrs audience can evaluate whether the Birlings have really to accept responsibilty, she unittingly condemns her unborn grandchild to death and her son to
as aresult, i loathed by the audience _ changed. If they believe the Inspector was not real but punishment for fathering a child outside of wedlock. Although Mrs Birling does not realise the baby
forignorance, hypocisy and refasal Still change their ways, the Inspector's message has her grandchild,it i interesting Priestiey chooses Mrs Birling as the character who finds out Eva is
to change. s not that she can't worked. As it turns out, the older generation do not pregnant. A baby that has the potential to build bridges between classes threatens the ways of people
chane, it that she won't. change and Mrs Biring continues to be the cold tike Mrs Biring, which is why the baby has to die. There s no place for it in society and since Mrs
‘woman she always was. s all about self-preservation, it s her that unknowingly contributes to is untimely demise. .
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AN The Inspector is Priestley’s mouthpiece. His message and philosophies are unequivocally Priestley’s =
( ) INSPECTOR ' own. When the Inspector arrives, the lighting changes from being ‘pink and intimate’ to ‘brighter and
CALLS harder’. There is something very clinical about the way light floods the stage. Nothing can escape the
\ lence and the Birlings have nowhere to hide. Everything is on show.
He creates at once an impression of massiveness, " ‘{we hear the sharp ring of a front doorbelly — Even before the Inspector
solidity and purposefulness.” riestley, through the arrives on stage, he has the ability to interrupt Birling. He rings the doorbell
Inspector, is saying socialism s solid and cannot be in the middle of Birling’s world view, meaning the audience are spared from
broken. Socialism connotes strength and power unlike hearing his ridiculous ideologies. The doorbellis a dramatic device. The
capitalism, represented by the weak and feeble, Birling. Inspector, a personification of socialism, shuts Birling up. Socialism is
invading the Birling household.
Inspector Goole
“¥m a police inspector’ — The Inspector is the antithesis of Biling. Priestiey “They're more impressionable.’The Inspector is calm in the face of Mr and Mrs Birlings
deliberately places them side by side so the audience can compare the calm, attempt at intimidation. He knows everything and begins to pull the family apart with
stoicism of the Inspector to the flustered and agitated, Birling. This is mirrored in relative ease, focusing his efforts on the younger generation. After all, the older
the stage directions where the Inspector speaks ‘rather slowly’ or ‘impressively’ generation are to blame for the problems of society. They are the ones who will cause
compared to Bring who speake gy Capitalism, it seems,can foll apart World War  through theirrefusa to change and the younger generations will b the ones
ey ancder eresture. tofixit. The Inspector (and Priestley) know that hope lies with the younger generation.
@
“That man wasn’t a police officer’ - So “(Taking charge, masterfully)’ — The Birlings N “Public men, Mr. Birling, have responsibilities as well as privileges
whois the Inspector? A ghost? A are at breaking point and the Inspector steps ¥ Although the audience may see the older generation as a lost cause, the.
relgious messenger? God? A in, ready to deliver his final message. Although p nspector calmly continues to deliver his message. By this point, Sheila has
conscience? A story tller? A the Birling household is now a chaotic mess, handed Gerald the ring and any potential future business deals between
narrator? Perhaps his name, Goole,is the Inspector s in charge at alltimes and is in Birling and Crofts Ltd are all but destroyed. The Inspector has slowly
meant to be a play on the word complete control of the situation.
“ghout. ts fair to say that
responsibility will haunt the Birlings
untilthey confess, but why does wm
Priestiey not give him an identity?
s an odd decision made by
Priestey. Surely an audience will be “We are members of one body. We are responsible for “Don'tstammer and yammer at me again, man. 'm losing al patience with
more concerned with his dentity each other.” The Inspector, as Priestley’s mouthpiece, you people.” A rare outburst from the Inspector at this point. Perhaps Priestley
than the message he sought to terally spelling out his message for the Birings and does this because the Inspector shows very it emotion throughout the ply.
deliver? The Inspector is fantastical s sudicnee here. The Inspectors e of the porsonal Although Priestiey wants his audience to think and not feel, it i important for
and a figure of threat for the B Inspecto onal the Inspector to at least show some emotion for Eva's death 5o that he is not
He comments largely on social issues pronoun ‘weis interesting. He includes everyone in his compared to the cold hearted and ignorant, Birling. The Inspector is not a
and leaves abruptly, almost as if he speech, unlike Birling, who at the beginning of the play, realistic character, but in order for the audience to listen to what he is saying,
was never there... selfishly uses ‘I to express his views. he must be more than a political voice if only for a few seconds. v
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