[bookmark: _GoBack]Power & Conflict Anthology – Writer’s Messages & Structure
Why did the writers choose to write about the themes & ideas? How did they use structure to get these messages across?
Use these comments in your introductions!
London – William Blake
Overall Messages – Blake’s message is one of anger – he was extremely angry about how those in power were doing nothing to help those in need, and were in fact causing the suffering themselves.
Overall structure – Blake uses a very regular structure – regular rhythm, rhyme and stanza length – to reflect how nothing in society was changing, the monotony of life and perhaps the control and lack of freedom in the city, due to those in power.
My Last Duchess – Robert Browning 
Overall Messages – Browning demonstrates the power and arrogance of rulers in a Patriarchal society. HE shows how this ultimate control impacts on those around these men.
Overall structure – A dramatic monologue – no breaks in the stanza and only the Duke’s voice is heard – reflects his arrogance and need for control – he does not let the ‘lesser’ envoy speak. When the Duke tells the story, the enjambment and dashes could reflect that he gets carried away and fears he may have said too much – he does not want his reputation harmed.
Ozymandias  - Percy Bysshe Shelley
Overall Messages – Shelley gives the message that, ultimately, human power is insignificant in comparison to the power of nature.
Overall structure – Shelley uses the small lines of 1st person speech from Ozymandias to reflect how insignificant he was in the grand scheme of the world (the lines are small in comparison to the rest of the poem too). Could also argue that the 1 short stanza reflects the short amount of time we are on this Earth and the little power we have, whereas nature, as with the dessert at the end, will continue to exist.
Storm on the Island – Seamus Heaney 
Overall Messages – Heaney shows that human confidence (and possibly arrogance) can only go so far to prepare us for what nature holds. He demonstrates that, whatever we do to find new ways to survive, nature will always win in the power stakes.
Overall structure – One short, squat stanza – could be argued that this reflects how quickly the storm moves in, and therefore how quickly the humans’ hopes of survival are extinguished. It shows how unpredictable and fast moving/changing the natural world can be. The enjambment could be used to demonstrate how nature cannot be contained or controlled.
The Prelude – William Wordsworth
Overall Messages – Wordsworth’s overall message links to Pantheism, and his belief that God can be found in nature, and therefore that he controls the natural world. He reminds us that if we commit sin, we will be punished, and the natural world will turn on us and taught us, or, as a wider message, something that we once enjoyed, we will no longer find enjoyable anymore.
Overall structure – There are no breaks in the stanza at all – it is a monologue and sounds as though it is a story being told to a friend. The enjambment could be used to demonstrate how the boat is moving, or perhaps how nature cannot be contained or controlled.
Tissue – Imtiaz Dharker
Overall Messages – Dharker demonstrates the importance of paper to record history and how this impacts on us (‘turned into your skin’). She also demonstrates how fragile life is, similar to paper, and how human life and power is something ‘never meant to last’ – we are only here for a short time, and our power is limited.
Overall structure – The structure is partly regular to begin with, using a regular stanza length, but this breaks at the end and enjambment is clear throughout – perhaps a message that humans try desperately to control things, including our own lives, but ultimately there is something more powerful at work – God, perhaps.
Checking Out Me History – John Agard
Overall Messages – Agard was extremely angry about how English schools do not teach enough about historical black figures, and just focus on the white. His message could be about how we should have a diverse curriculum which celebrates all cultures and how are culture builds our identity (makes us who we are).
Overall structure – Agard separates his descriptions of the black historical figures in order to show that he is celebrating them and this is a contrast to how he feels about the white. Each black figure gets their own separate stanza – perhaps indicating that he wants to give them individual celebration, that perhaps he feels they have not had before. When he performs the poem, he sings these parts as further celebration.
The Emigree – Carol Rumens
Overall Messages – Rumens demonstrates how your country forms your identity and that the patriotic love you feel for it will not diminish regardless of what happens to that country/having to leave it etc.
Overall structure – For the most part, the structure is regular and controlled, apart from in the last stanza, where there is an extra line – perhaps this is her trying to cling to her memories. The enjambment could also reflect the flow of memories as they come back to her. 
Charge of the Light Brigade – Alfred Lord Tennyson
Overall Messages –  Tennyson was angry that the Light Brigade were not remembered in the glorious and honourable way they should have been – he gives the message that those in power made errors that impacted only on those below them.
Overall structure – Stanza 4 is longer as is reflects the chaos and impact of the actual attack. The final stanza is shorter, perhaps as there are so few men left, but also to drive home the short and simple message: that we should ‘honour’ them Light Brigade.

Kamikaze – Beatrice Garland
Overall Messages – Garland shows the impact that conflicts have on individual people. She also reminds us of the impact on those left at home, and how society are primed to judge the soldiers, despite not fighting themselves. War and conflict changes everything.
Overall structure – The structure is relatively regular in stanza length, for example, perhaps to reflect the control that the army have over the soldier’s mind, but that he takes back for himself. However, the enjambment is used perhaps to reflect the freedom he fights for when he turns the plane around, only to be greeted by hostility and the end of his life as he knows it (represented by the full stop at the end of stanza 5).
War Photographer – Carol Ann Duffy
Overall Messages – Duffy is angered that people at home, away from conflict are able to turn a blind eye to the suffering – she reminds us that these issues are for all of us to deal with, not just those in the warzones. She also reminds us that the people affected first hand are people and families just like them. 
Overall structure – A relatively regular structure, in terms of stanza length and rhyme scheme – perhaps to reflect how the war photographer ‘orders’ everything to help him take control of things at home, to contrast with the chaos of the warzone. Duffy may also do this to show how calm and ordered England is, in comparison to the warzone – perhaps this is her bitterness coming through. The enjambment could reflect that he cannot fully control his emotions, due to what he has seen. 
Remains – Simon Armitage
Overall Messages – Armitage wants his reader to understand the long lasting mental and emotional effects of conflict on the individual – the war does not end for those that fight in them once they arrive in safety.
Overall structure – Regular stanza length, perhaps to reflect how the soldier tries to take control back of his life following the war, or perhaps to reflect how constant and unrelenting the negative memories are. The enjambment reflects how the memories are all-consuming, and he cannot contain the constant flow of them. The final 2 lines set on their own could reflect that this is what all the memories come down to for the soldier – the guilt of the killing.
Exposure – Wilfred Owen
Overall Messages – Owen was extremely frustrated and angered by attitudes towards WW1, particularly those in power at the time, for he felt they did not understand what was actually happening in the trenches. He reminds his readers of the reality of war – that it is not about bravery or heroics, but monotony, boredom and confusion. There is also a sense of the power of nature, as nature is depicted as the real enemy.
Overall structure – The structure is repetitive to reflect the repetitive and monotonous nature of the war. The repetition of ‘but nothing happens’ links to the fact that, by the end of the poem, nothing has happened either – the poem begins and ends in the same way to show the constant cycle.
Poppies – Jane Weir
Overall Messages – Weir shows the impact of conflict on individuals, and focuses on the emotions of a grieving mother – it is a reminder that the pain is not all felt by the soldiers.
Overall structure – In stanza 2 and 3, the enjambment and fact that the stanzas and lines start to get longer/vary in length could reflect that the mother’s emotions start to take over her after the first stanza is over. Stanza 1 is much more controlled which could reflect how she felt in control before her son went away/when he had just gone, but the further away from that she moves, the more emotional she gets.
Bayonet Charge – Ted Hughes
Overall Messages – Hughes shows how confusing and distressing war can be on the individual. Far from being the prepared, brave heroes, he reminds us that many soldiers are very young men who are caught up in somebody else’s war. HE also shows the impact of conflict on the natural world.
Overall structure – Stanza 2 is shorter and reflects the fact that the soldier physically stops in his bewilderment at the start of it. The enjambment reflects the chaos and confusion of the situation, and how he feels as though he is lurching from one thing to another without really understanding what he is doing. The full stop at the end, could reflect the explosion of the ‘dynamite’ – a literal bomb, or his mind?



 
