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	Explore how Shakespeare presents Macbeth as a hero.

	Shakespeare initially presents Macbeth as a hero so that his fall from grace is even more shocking. 

Duncan also speaks highly of Macbeth to make the murder treacherous and unthinkable. 

We can see the potential Macbeth has to do good, yet he chooses to ignore those instincts. 
	Captain: “For brave Macbeth – well he deserves that name”

Duncan: “Valiant cousin”
	Shakespeare first portrays Macbeth as a valiant and brave warrior. A man an audience would aspire to be like. Yet, this does not last and Macbeth’s downfall begins after he meets the 3 witches. However, even at the start, Macbeth has murdered on the battlefield, so Shakespeare is foreshadowing what M is capable of.  
	Masculinity came very much down to bravery in the 16th century and so Macbeth’s warrior reputation would have made him a likeable character – Shakes did this to show an audience what evil anyone can be capable of given the right circumstances and so shows us a true tragic hero – a man who could have been capable of great things, who, through his own weakness, failed to deliver any great leadership. 

	Explore how Shakespeare presents Macbeth as a villain (evil)  

	Macbeth is the ultimate villain – he is immoral and wicked using murder to get his own way - as he had the respect of a king, a wife and noble friend [Banquo] but he still murders and allows his ambition to take over for his own gain.

Macbeth is a villain because he took a good king away from the people without any intention of being a good king himself – such an act would have been a warning to an audience that if you choose to kill a king your life will be as horrendous as Macbeth’s. 
	Macbeth: “ The castle of Macduff I will surprise, 
Seize upon Fife, give to th' edge o' th' sword 
His wife, his babes, and all unfortunate souls
That trace him in his line. [Macbeth when he decided to murder Macduff’s family.]

Macbeth: He’s here in double trust: 
First, as I am his kinsman and his subject, 
Strong both against the deed; then, as his host, 
Who should against his murderer shut the door, 
Not bear the knife myself.[thinking about the murder]

	Punctuation is used quite heavily in the early scenes of Macbeth’s doubt. This creates an erratic rhythm to mirror Macbeth’s erratic thoughts and unstable attitude when thinking about committing these crimes. 

Juxtaposition between the positives of ‘host’ ‘trust’ ‘kinsman’ that Macbeth knows he is to Duncan, yet he chooses to be a ruthless villain and be the ‘murderer’ committing regicide. 
	It was important to society that Macbeth was a villain. King James (the real king) had previously almost been the victim of the Gun Powder Plot and so anyone who tried to murder a King within a play, must be presented as a villain and not a hero – this would have pleased King James. 

Therefore, Shakespeare presents Macbeth as the tragic hero – a warning to those who may have even thought about killing a king, that it truly wasn’t a good idea only weak cowards with corrupt minds would attempt such a thing. 

	Explore how Shakespeare presents the influence of the witches in play as a whole. 

	It could be said that the witches display what Macbeth really wants in life as he manipulates their predications. The witches aren’t actually the true evil, that actually comes down to Macbeth as he interprets their words to what he wants from them. 

Macbeth and Lady Macbeth even begin to replicate the witches themselves as they begin to rhyme when in fits of madness and loose all sense of reality. 
	Witches: “In thunder, lightning, or in rain? (…) Fair is foul, and foul is fair; Hover through the fog and filthy air”
Witches: “Double, double toil and trouble,
Fire burn, and cauldron bubble.”

Macbeth: “Even till destruction sicken, answer me to what I ask you.”

Lady M: “Come you spirits that tend on mortal thoughts”
	The play opens with a scene from the witches foreshadowing their importance within the novella and how cleverly they will manipulate the whole play. Pathetic fallacy (thunder, lightning / rain) is used to symbolise the evil and darkness the witches will bring to Macbeth’s life. 

Macbeth uses a range of imperatives “answer me” “speak I pray you” to gain info from the witches. However, he doesn’t actually listen, and instead interprets what he wants to hear showing that Macbeth himself is truly at fault. 
	Anything supernatural was forbidden. The King (James 1) wrote deaomonolgy – explaining how to catch and hunt a witch. People believed witches were real and servants of the devil so when they appear in the play, Macbeth is displaying seems to overlook the destruction they can cause and becomes obsessed with them. 

Shakespeare uses the witches a dramatic tool, as the audience would have feared them so much, it allowed them to truly understand the dark depths Macbeth would go to for his own gain. 

	Explore how Shakespeare presents Macbeth as a weak character. 
	Weakness is shown when Macbeth allows LM to manipulate and poison his mind.
Macbeth is weak as he is unable to put his own ambition aside and serve the King. 
Macbeth is weak as he turns to violence to achieve his aims. He has no emotional intelligence. What constitutes his weakness is his failure to listen to his conscience.  He is driven by a lust for power, glory and status and will allow no one to prevent him from achieving his goals. 
	Macbeth: “Prithee Peace. I dare do all that may become a man who dares do more is none”
Macbeth: “Imperfect speakers, tell me more” [to the witches]
Macbeth: “And if we fail?” [Macbeth talking to LM]

Macbeth: “I have no spur
To prick the sides of my intent, but only
Vaulting ambition, which overleaps itself
And falls on th' other.”

	Shakespeare uses the dramatic technique of the ‘aside’ and the soliloquy which allows an audience to hear Macbeth inner, secret turmoil. Within his soliloquy in ACT1, S7 Macbeth’s internal conflict on whether to kill Duncan becomes more erratic as he thinks of the consequences he wold have to face from god if he went through with it – this shows him as a feeble and pathetic man as he cannot even be sure of his own actions. 
	Macbeth’s inability to stop his own greed, would have been shocking to an audience when men were supposed to be physically and mentally strong. To give in so easily to his ambitions would have prevent an audience from respecting him. 
Just like Eve in the Garden of Eden and the fall of mankind.  Perhaps Shakespeare is pondering on what a man will do for power?

	Explore how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth as a villain (evil, manipulative) 

	LM seems to be the ultimate villain as she threatens that she would kill her own child. She is also very vindictive in her poisoning of her husband’s mind and her clear up of Duncan’s murder. 
	LM: I have given suck, and know
How tender ’tis to love the babe that milks me.
I would, while it was smiling in my face,
Have plucked my nipple from his boneless gums
And dashed the brains out, had I so sworn as you
Have done to this. [When manipulating Macbeth]. 
	Over the duration of the play, LM’s evil nature drastically declines until she becomes a secondary character to the ambitions of Macbeth. 

The positive maternal imagery of the “babe” and the relationship between child and mother is leading the audience to presume LM’s words are positive, yet the horrific violence cuts through her words showing how ruthless she is. 
	Being a mother was the main role of a woman – without this LM would not be seen to have fulfilled her role as a female and maybe even been suspected of having something wrong with her. Many women without children were often suspected of being witches. Therefore, LMs words and violent imagery of killing her child would further present her as a cruel and merciless woman who could not cope with power. 

	Explore how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth as a powerful character. 

	Power seems to be what drives lady Macbeth at the start of the play. She rids herself of any feminine qualities and sets her mind to manipulating Macbeth to complete the deed. But this power is short lived and guilt soon takes over her ability sleep and think rationally before she takes her own life. 
	Lady Macbeth: What beast was ’t, then,
That made you break this enterprise to me?
When you durst do it, then you were a man;
And to be more than what you were, you would
Be so much more the man.

Lady M: “Come, you spirits
That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here,
And fill me from the crown to the toe top-full
Of direst cruelty. Make thick my blood.” 
	Animal imagery is used throughout the play, much like the symbol of ‘blood’. The beast which LM speaks of, is presented as an enemy for LM as if she is competing for the love of Macbeth. 

The word 'blood' appears over 40 times in Macbeth-  Shakespeare's constant repetition of the word 'blood' stresses to his audience or readers the full horror of what is happening.
	Lady Macbeth is a powerful figure and may evoke some fears about dominant women as many believed women shouldn’t have any power. John Know, an academic at the time, wrote a book about the how women should never be queens because they cannot cope with power and it seems LM proves this as she spirals into madness.

This was especially true for the play's original audiences. For them the shedding of a king's blood would have been just about the worst crime that could be committed. It was not only a crime but also a deadly sin.

	Explore how Shakespeare presents ambition.
	Ambition and its consequences are the main reasons for M / LM’s downfall. M allows his ambition to eat away at his mind and rational decisions allowing it to become a corrupting and unquenchable force through the main concepts of mental imbalance, supernatural behaviours and betrayal.
Ambition leads to evil - it makes Macbeth stronger and more determined, but then destroys his wife - she goes mad. And ambition eventually kills him as well, because he becomes a tyrant and so loses the support of his friends.
Even Banquo is shown with ambition creating a dog eat dog world. 
	Macbeth:  “Stars, hide your fires;
Let not light see my black and deep desires.” {aside} Macbeth is describing his ambition. 

Macbeth: “I have no spur
To prick the sides of my intent, but only
Vaulting ambition, which overleaps itself
And falls on th' other.”

Banquo: “Thou hast it now—king, Cawdor, Glamis, all, 
As the weird women promised, and I fear 
Thou played'st most foully for't” {Banquo suspects M}
	In terms of structure, rhyme is often a key technique used by Shakespeare when Macbeth is speaking of his true ambitions. This also mirrors the speech of the witches and shows the link between them as the lines are blurred between reality and the supernatural. [see quote one – fires and desires]. 

The dark contrast between the “stars” “fires” and “black” shows Macbeth’s intentions to block out the light so that he can focus on his dark, sinister ambitions.



	Ambition was a luxury of those with money and status and this play gave those people living in poverty and insight into this world. As well as this, status is often a symbol of masculinity and the ultimate status was to be King – thus allowing Macbeth to prove his worth as a man. 

Perhaps Shakespeare is suggesting that ambition can only ever lead to greed and tyranny – that men of ambition should not be trusted as they are willing to do anything to succeed. 

	Explore how Shakespeare presents guilt. 
	Lady Macbeth is so consumed by guilt for her evil acts that she eventually loses her mind and begins sleepwalking and seeing hallucinations -  she has a psychological breakdown. Power does not seem to bring her the status she desired and she is almost used within the play to allow Macbeth to become king.


	Macbeth  “Is this a dagger which I see before me, 
The handle toward my hand? Come, let me clutch thee.” 

LM: Hell is murky! —Fie, my lord, fie! A soldier, and afeard? What need we fear who knows it, when none can call our power to account? —Yet who would have thought the old man to have had so much blood in him. (rubbing her hands) Come out, damned spot!

	Both M and LM’s language develops throughout the play. Macbeth repeats questions showing his uncertainty and insanity – this is usually linked to the supernatural e.g. the witches and the hallucinations. 

LM’s speech become disjointed and erratic, broken up by punctuation to replicate her shallow breathing and loss of reality. 
	One of Shakespeare's reasons for writing the play was to illustrate the terrible consequences of murdering a king and breaking the Divine right – the link between god and the king. The play was first performed in 1605, the year of the Gunpowder Plot, so it was important for Shakespeare to show the murderers of a king tormented by their own guilt and driven to their doom.

	Explore how Shakespeare presents…



	









	
	
	



