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Why did Shakespeare choose to write about his characters and themes? 
Use these comments in your introductions!
Macbeth 
Shakespeare sets Macbeth up as a classical tragic hero – he starts with a high social status, he is high ranking in the army and is well respected, strong and powerful. His fatal flaws, greed and ambition cause his downfall and cause him to descend into evil and eventually be killed. Shakespeare uses this to show his audience the power of greed and excessive ambition – they can destroy even the most powerful and brave of men. He is killed in the brutal way he killed the traitor at the start – a clear message that traitors will not get away with their crimes (James I was terrified of plots on his life, so this was crucial).
Lady Macbeth 
Shakespeare immediately shows how Lady Macbeth is not what his audience would expect from a woman – she is not gentle, kind or motherly in the slightest. She is associated with witchcraft and evil from the start as she is desperate for the power that her gender cannot give her. Shakespeare uses her to show the consequences of turning to the Devil to try and gain power. She is punished by losing all her power and control, including that over her own mind, and dying off stage in an undignified way – certainly not a heroine’s death.
Banquo 
Shakespeare uses Banquo to show how far Macbeth deviates from the ‘correct’ path. The only difference between them is that he does not trust the witches – he remains morally good. He is like the ‘control’ in a science experiment – he is constant and good, so that we can see how evil Macbeth becomes.
Macduff 
Macduff is similar to Banquo – the complete contrast to Macbeth, in the end. They start very similarly, but Macduff remains morally good. He is the true soldier, and is the one to kill Macbeth at the end. 
Lady Macduff 
Lady Macduff is the complete contrast to Lady Macbeth – she is there to remind the audience what a Jacobean woman should have been like – loving, caring, gentle and, above all else, a good wife and mother, who obeyed her husband.
Malcolm
The rightful heir to the throne. Shakespeare uses Malcolm in a very similar way to Banquo and Macduff – between him and Macduff, they fight for forces of good and overthrow Macbeth.
The Supernatural/The Witches
Shakespeare has witches in his play because James I, and much of the society, were fascinated by them, so it made for popular subject matter. However, he also wanted to strongly warn of the consequences of trusting in the supernatural over God – if you upset the natural order, then you will be punished, in this case, with your life. 
Guilt
The guilt in Macbeth is interesting, as, despite feeling it at points, it does not stop either of the Macbeth’s from continuing on their evil journey. Shakespeare does however show that guilt is a punishment from God – it takes physical forms in Macbeth, with the ghost and the blood.
Ambition/Greed
Shakespeare warns of the consequences of excessive ambition/greed – particularly if your actions include any form of treason. Greed is also one of the seven deadly sins, so there is a religious link here too.
 
