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English Literature: Paper 1 - 

Candidates are not permitted to take copies of the text into the exam.

	Length of exam: 1hr 45 

What will be on the exam?

Section A: Macbeth
Section B: A Christmas Carol 
	For Section A and Section B:

· You will be given an extract and a question

· You will be expected to base your answer on the extract and then link to elsewhere in the text

[You must make 2 links!]


	Grade 4-5: Your Writing Style

· select and evaluate relevant textual details;

· thoughtfully discuss characters, themes and
relationships;

· probe ideas with increasing confidence;

· discuss writers’ ideas and intentions;

· [image: image4.jpg]


communicate ideas clearly and appropriately.
	Grade 4-5: Your Analysis

· analyse individual words and phrases;

· analyse punctuation and structure;

· discuss why writers use specific aspects of language / structure;

· discuss how these combine to create effects on the reader

·  link to the context of the text 
(e.g. Victorian workhouses)

	Grade 7 - 8 : Your Writing Style

· confident selection and evaluation of relevant textual detail;

· evaluate characters/relationships and attitudes/motives;

· demonstrate the ability to move from the specific to the general;

· communicate convincingly and confidently
	Grade 7 - 8: Your Analysis

· analyse individual words and phrases

· analyse punctuation and structure

·  offer different interpretations when discussing writer’s ideas and intentions

· discuss the effects of language and structure on the reader;



Characters 
Duncan:
The King of Scotland; he is presented as a true and gracious monarch- represented the contemporary belief that a king was appointed by God (could be intended to flatter James VI).  
Malcolm:
Duncan’s older son. Early in the play, Malcolm is named as the next king of Scotland. At the end, his army defeat Macbeth.

Macbeth:
A mighty and ambitious warrior, one of the leaders of Duncan’s army. A witch’s prophecy leads him to murder Duncan so that he himself can be king but his conscience will never let him rest.
Lady Macbeth:
Even more ambitious than her husband and has fewer moral scruples. She urges Macbeth to kill Duncan and condemns his hesitations as cowardice. Gradually, her close relationship with Macbeth crumbles into nothing and guilt overwhelms her. 

Banquo:
Macbeth’s co-commander in Duncan’s army; he also hears the witches’ prophecies, but resists their temptation. His brutal murder is organised by Macbeth.
Macduff:
A Scottish thane (= nobleman) who leads the opposition to Macbeth. His family is slaughtered by Macbeth and Macduff seeks revenge.
The Witches:
Supernatural beings, otherwise called the “weird sisters” represent evil forces in the play and would have terrified the contemporary audience, who believed in witchcraft. 
      Social Context – Shakespeare’s England 
· Macbeth was written in 1606, just after King James, the Scottish king, also became King of England.

· A Shakespearean audience believed in the “Divine Right of Kings” which dictated that the King was chosen by God. To kill the king and take his place would sinning against God as well as man and would result in “deep damnation”.

· In Shakespearean England, women were not treated as equals.
However, Lady Macbeth challenges her husband’s masculinity and takes control in the relationship. She suffers the consequences, though, as she is driven insane by her guilt.

· Society expected men to be “brave” and “valiant”.
Honour was crucial and Macbeth, who was once a respectable warrior, sacrifices his honour when he murders a defenceless King Duncan in his sleep.


· When Shakespeare wrote Macbeth, witchcraft was a topic of considerable interest. Witches were associated with the dark, evil and death and anyone who dealt with “witches” was treated with suspicion.

For a Grade 8
· Shakespeare wrote Macbeth to appeal directly to the king. 
He was aware that King James claimed descent from Banquo, which is why Banquo is depicted as a noble character.
· One of Shakespeare's reasons for writing Macbeth was to illustrate the terrible consequences of murdering a king. 
As the play was first performed in 1605, the year of the Gunpowder Plot, this would have appealed to King James, as well as his subjects. 

 
 Macbeth

Key Words: ambitious, skilled, warrior, cruel, tyrant, nihilistic, merciless



                                                 Lady Macbeth
Key Words: ambitious, manipulative, powerful, dominant, haunted, tortured by guilt


                                                     The Witches

“When shall we three meet again
In thunder, lightning, or in rain?”

“All hail, Macbeth, thou shalt be king hereafter!”
“Thou shalt get kings, though thou be none.”

“None of woman born / shall harm Macbeth.”
King Duncan
“O valiant cousin! Worthy gentleman!”

“No more that Thane of Cawdor shall deceive / our bosom interest”

“His virtues will plead like angels”
“Hath been so clear in his great office”
Macduff


[To Macbeth] “Turn, hellhound, turn!”

“We’ll have thee, as our rarer monsters are / painted on a pole
“My voice is in my sword”

“Macduff was from his mother’s womb / untimely ripped”
	Guilt
Both before and after Duncan’s murder, Macbeth is tortured by his guilty conscience; however, he lets his greed and ambition overrule 
his sense of right and wrong. Macbeth’s guilt is symbolised by the imaginary “dagger” he sees pointing towards Duncan’s chamber as well as the “ghost” of Banquo.

Lady Macbeth is also destroyed by her sense of guilt. Her reassurance to Macbeth in Act 3 that "What's done is done" is finally twisted into 
a tragic admission of guilt: "What's done cannot be undone".

When he meets his nemesis, Macduff, Macbeth finally faces his guilt admitting "My soul is too much charged with blood of thine already". This is a reference to the brutal killing of Macduff's wife and children. When Macduff reveals he was "from his mother's womb untimely ripped", Macbeth knows he is about to pay for his crimes.
	The Supernatural
Macbeth’s guilt is symbolised by his vision of a “dagger” pointing towards King Duncan’s chamber as well as the “ghost” of Banquo. Similarly, Lady Macbeth’s guilty conscience leads her to believe that her hands are stained with blood. Here, supernatural visions represent the characters’ guilt.
In Act One, Macbeth encounters three witches. The witches are “withered” and “wild”, which links to stereotypes of witches in Shakespeare’s England. The witches are an evil force in Macbeth: their prophecies drive Macbeth to commit regicide and, later, lead him to murder Macduff’s family as he has been warned about Macduff.

Lady Macbeth also calls on supernatural forces to “unsex [me] here” and fill her with “direst cruelty”. She wants the evil spirits to give her to courage she needs to commit the brutal act of regicide. By the end of the play, Lady Macbeth must have a “light” by her at all times to help her escape the darkness of “night”.

	Violence
Macbeth is a very violent play; it begins and ends on the battlefield and revolves around a series of brutal murders.
In Macbeth, most of the killings take place offstage, but the characters always provide gory descriptions of the violence, such as the Captain’s description of Macbeth and Banquo wading in blood on the battlefield and the bloodstained hands of Macbeth and his wife. 

“Blood” becomes a symbol of guilt, as both Macbeth and Lady Macbeth begin to feel that their crimes have stained them in a way that cannot be washed clean. “Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood / Clean from my hand?” Macbeth cries after he has killed Duncan. Macbeth is no longer heroic as he has committed regicide, the ultimate crime.

Later, Lady Macbeth is also haunted by Duncan’s violent murder, obsessively washing imaginary blood from her hands in an attempt to erase the guilt she feels.
 


	Ambition

Macbeth tells the story of how, when ambition becomes obsessive, it can corrupt and lead to terrible consequences: a man who was once a “golden” and “noble” hero turns traitor and is eventually executed.

At the start of the play, Macbeth is a courageous Scottish general, yet he deeply desires power. He kills Duncan against his better judgment and afterward suffers from guilt and paranoia. Toward the end of the play, he comes to accepts that his ambition has caused him to lose friends, as well as his wife.

Lady Macbeth is also ambitious at the start and is determined to become Queen of Scotland. However, yet she is less able to cope with the consequences of her immoral acts, which eventually lead to her death. 

Shakespeare uses these characters to show his audience that once one decides to use violence to further one’s quest for power, it is difficult to stop. 

 




Exam Questions
Read the following extract from Act 1, scene 2 and then answer the question that follows. 

 In this extract, Macbeth’s victory over Macdonwald is being described. 


  CAPTAIN 
   For brave Macbeth—well he deserves that name— 
   Disdaining Fortune, with his brandish'd steel, 
   Which smoked with bloody execution, 
   Like valour's minion carved out his passage 
   Till he faced the slave; 
   Which ne'er shook hands, nor bade farewell to him, 
   Till he unseam'd him from the nave to the chops, 
  And fix'd his head upon our battlements.

  DUNCAN 
   O valiant cousin! worthy gentleman! (…)

  CAPTAIN 
  But I am faint, my gashes cry for help.

  DUNCAN 
   No more that thane of Cawdor shall deceive 
   Our bosom interest: go pronounce his present death, 
   And with his former title greet Macbeth.

Starting with this extract, explain how far you think Shakespeare present Macbeth as a noble character.   

Write about:

•   how Shakespeare presents Macbeth in this extract 

•   how Shakespeare presents Macbeth as a brave character in the play as a whole. 










 [30 marks]
Read the following extract from Act 2, scene 2 and then answer the question that follows. 

 In this extract, Macbeth has just returned from murdering King Duncan.
 

LADY MACBETH 
Infirm of purpose! 
Give me the daggers: the sleeping and the dead 
Are but as pictures: 'tis the eye of childhood 
That fears a painted devil. If he do bleed, 
I'll gild the faces of the grooms withal; 
For it must seem their guilt.

Exit. Knock within.
MACBETH 
Whence is that knocking? 
How is't with me, when every noise appalls me? 
Will all great Neptune's ocean wash this blood 
Clean from my hand? 

 Enter LADY MACBETH.

 LADY MACBETH 
 My hands are of your colour; but I shame 
 To wear a heart so white. (Knock.) I hear a knocking 
 At the south entry: retire we to our chamber; 
 A little water clears us of this deed: 
 How easy is it, then.

Starting with this extract, how does Shakespeare present the relationship between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth?   

Write about:

•   how Shakespeare presents their relationship in this extract 

•   how Shakespeare presents their relationship in the play as a whole. 










 [30 marks]
Read the following extract from Act 3, scene 4 and then answer the question that follows. 
In this extract, Macbeth is hosting a banquet when he thinks that he sees Banquo’s ghost.

MACBETH 
Thou canst not say I did it: never shake 
Thy gory locks at me.

ROSS 
Gentlemen, rise; his highness is not well.

MACBETH 
Avaunt! and quit my sight! let the earth hide thee! 
Thy bones are marrowless, thy blood is cold; 
Thou hast no speculation in those eyes. 
Hence, horrible shadow! Unreal mockery, hence!

[Exit Ghost.]

Why, so: being gone, 
I am a man again. Pray you, sit still.

LADY MACBETH 
You have displaced the mirth, broke the good meeting, 
With most admired disorder.

MACBETH 
It will have blood; they say, blood will have blood.
(…) I am in blood 
Stepp'd in so far that, should I wade no more, 
Returning were as tedious as go o'er.

Starting with this extract, how does Shakespeare present the theme of guilt?   

Write about:

•   how Shakespeare presents ideas about guilt in this extract 

•   how Shakespeare presents ideas about guilt in the play as a whole. 

[30 marks]
HINT: Who feels guilty and when? How does their guilty affect them?
[Revisit themes page in this booklet]
Read the following extract from Act 5, scene 1 and then answer the question that follows. 
In this extract, Lady Macbeth is visited by her doctor, who observes her strange behaviour.

LADY MACBETH 
Yet here's a spot
Out, damned spot! out, I say!—One: two: why, 
then, 'tis time to do't.—Hell is murky!—Fie, my 
lord, fie! a soldier, and afeard? What need we 
fear who knows it, when none can call our power 
to account?—Yet who would have thought the old 
man to have had so much blood in him?

DOCTOR 
Do you mark that?

LADY MACBETH 
The Thane of Fife had a wife; where is she now?— 
What, will these hands ne'er be clean?—No more o' 
that, my lord, no more o' that: you mar all with 
this starting.

Gentlewoman 
She has spoke what she should not, I am sure 
of that; heaven knows what she has known.

Starting with this extract, explain how far you think Shakespeare present Lady Macbeth as a powerful woman. 
Write about:

•   how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth in this extract 

•   how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth in the play as a whole 

[30 marks]
Read the following extract from Act 5, scene 5 and then answer the question that follows. 
In this extract, Macbeth is reflecting on his actions and learns that Lady Macbeth has died.

MACBETH 
I have almost forgot the taste of fears. 
The time has been, my senses would have cool'd 
To hear a night-shriek; and my fell of hair 
Would at a dismal treatise rouse and stir 
As life were in't. I have supp'd full with horrors; 
Direness, familiar to my slaughterous thoughts, 
Cannot once start me.

Wherefore was that cry?

SEYTON 
The queen, my lord, is dead.

MACBETH 
She should have died hereafter; 
There would have been a time for such a word. 
Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow, 
Creeps in this petty pace from day to day 
To the last syllable of recorded time, 
And all our yesterdays have lighted fools 
The way to dusty death. Out, out, brief candle! 

Starting with this extract, explain how far you agree that Shakespeare presents Macbeth as a “butcher”.
Write about:

•   how Shakespeare presents Macbeth in this extract 

•   how Shakespeare presents Macbeth in the play as a whole. 

[30 marks]
HINT: At the very end of the play, it is Malcolm who labels Macbeth a “butcher”.
What has Macbeth done to deserve this?
[Revisit themes page in this booklet]

Macbeth in Act One:





Macbeth in Act Two – Act Four:





Macbeth in Act Five:





Lady Macbeth in Act Five:





Lady Macbeth in Act One:





Lady Macbeth in Act Two – Act Four:





Macbeth: key themes








