American West
Pre-Exam Booster
Question 1 – Explain two consequences of….
Never leave the question blank.  If you are unsure of the event, use the following answer;Consequence One
One consequence of …… was that Plains Indians way of life was taken away from them.  They were forced to live a more ‘white American’ way of life, by moving onto reservations and farming land.  This went against their beliefs in land being sacred, and took away their ability to be nomadic and hunt buffalo to survive on the Great Plains.

Consequence Two
One consequence of…. Was that it led to further development of the West.  Increased migration ensured that new parts of the USA were being settled.  White settlers saw it as their ‘manifest destiny’ to civilise and populate the entire United States of America.



Fill in the table below;
	Trade and Intercourse Act
	

	The Great Die up 1886-87
	

	Government policy of extermination of the buffalo
	



Question 2

Write a narrative account analysing the development of US government policy towards Plains Indians between c.1830 and 1851. (8 marks)
Initially, the government attempted to separate Plains Indians with the Indian Removal Act in 1830 which established the Permanent Indian Frontier. This led to 46,000 Natives moving west into the newly established Indian Territory which was further west. This resulted in the deaths of many Plains Indians along the routes which became known as the trail of tears. 
The government’s policy started to shift following the discovery of gold in California in 1848.  The government encouraged white Americans to make the journey West, which would go through Indian territory. As a result the government put in place the Indian Appropriations Act (1851) which led to a reduction of the nomadic lifestyle of the Plains Indians who were placed on the reservations.
Furthermore, in 1851 the government created the Fort Laramie Treaty to protect white settlers using trails such as the Oregon Trail. This showed very little regard to the needs of the Indians and  meant that migrants would be able to travel safely along the trails and as a result increased migration from the east whilst at the same time meaning the Indians now had a relationship which enabled the government to increase their control over them.






Write a narrative account analysing the development of lawlessness in the period 1878-1892 (8 marks)
Explain why this led to the development of lawlessness;
As a result... ______________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Paragraph One – Lincoln County War (1878)
Conflict established between established cattle barons (Murphy and Dolan vs Tunstall)

Tunstall was killed by people working for Sheriff Brady (a supporter of Murphy and Dolan)

To get revenge a group of men formed a gang of outlaws (the Regulators) including Billy the Kid – taking the law into their own hands, killing Sheriff Brady








Paragraph Two – Wyatt Earp and OK Corral
Lawmen, such as Wyatt Earp, fought back against outlaws
Earp and his brothers killed 3 men accused of cattle rustling at the OK Corral in 1881
Some people believed the violence was unjustified – leading to a bloody feud.  Wyatt’s brother Morgan was killed and he got revenge by killing the men he thought were responsible


Explain why this led to the development of lawlessness;
As a result... ______________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________









Explain why this led to the development of lawlessness;
As a result... ______________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Paragraph Three – Johnson County War (1892)
Conflict between cattle barons and homesteaders
In 1892 the Wyoming Stock Growers Association (who represented cattle barons) raided Johnson County
Two alleged rustlers were killed, but 250 locals challenged the vigilantes – the army were called to rescue the vigilantes in a truce










Question 3
Explain the importance of the Second Indian Appropriations Act (1871) for the development of the West (8 marks)
One reason why the Second Indian Appropriations Act (1871) was important for the development of the West was because it made it easier for the US government to take land from the Plains Indians.  As the US government could claim more land, that allowed them the opportunity to give it to white settlers to encourage migration West, and led to further development of previously unoccupied territory.

Another reason why the Indian Appropriations was important was ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Explain the importance of John Iliff for the growth of the cattle industry (8 marks)
One reason why John Iliff was important for the growth of the cattle industry was because his methods led to ranching on the open range of the Great Plains.  In 1866 Iliff bought land for a ranch near Denver and by 1870 he had built a herd of 26,000 cattle. He was hugely successful, and became Denver’s first millionaire, by selling beef to mining towns, to teams building the Union Pacific Railroad and to the US government for Plains Indians’ reservations.

Another reason why John Iliff was important to the growth of the cattle industry was ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Explain the importance of Wounded Knee Massacre for the way of life of Plains Indians (8 marks)
One reason why the Wounded Knee Massacre was important for the way of life of Plains Indians was because it saw public opinion turn further against Plains Indians. White Americans did not see the massacre as a negative, and believed that Plains Indians should be killed if they could not be controlled on reservations.  This meant that the government could be stricter with Plains Indians, further dismantling their way of life by forcing them onto reservations and killing them if they resisted.  The US public, as well as the government, saw this as an opportunity to get revenge for the Battle of Little Bighorn in 1876.

Another reason why the Wounded Knee Massacre was important for the way of life of Plains Indians was because ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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