9 MARK – PRE-RELEASE 
I believe that the proposed reservoir will help to sustain both the current water supply and the increasing demand for water in the United Kingdom. Average household water use has increased by 70% since 1985 (Figure 1), demonstrating the growing pressure on water resources. In addition, Figure 1 shows that rainfall is unevenly distributed across the UK, with the East and South East receiving less than 800mm of rainfall annually. This creates a greater risk of water shortages in these regions. Climate change is likely to worsen this issue, as more frequent droughts and hotter summers, such as the 2022 heatwave, are expected to reduce water availability further. As a result, experts predict that significant water shortages could occur within the next 20 years.
There are several alternative ways to create a more sustainable water supply, including water recycling systems, desalination plants, and the collection of grey water (Figure 2). In addition, investment in water-efficient homes could reduce demand through the use of dual-flush toilets, water-efficient dishwashers, and water butts for collecting rainwater. These strategies would help to reduce unnecessary water consumption and make water use more sustainable.
However, while reducing water waste and pollution is important for maintaining existing supplies, larger-scale projects such as the proposed reservoir in Lincolnshire may still be necessary to meet future demand. The reservoir is expected to supply 166 million litres of water per day, which would provide enough water for around half a million homes. Furthermore, the development could create positive economic multiplier effects in the area, bringing approximately £2.6 billion of direct and indirect investment (Figure 3). This could generate social, economic, and environmental opportunities, including sailing facilities, cycle paths, and increased tourism, which may support local businesses and economic growth in the region.
Despite these advantages, there are also significant disadvantages associated with the project. Around 50 families may lose their homes, and some people could also lose their jobs. During construction, road closures may increase congestion and disrupt local communities. In addition, many farmers are concerned that they could lose both their homes and livelihoods. Some local residents believe that flooding such a large area of farmland, along with the uncertainty surrounding the project, could negatively affect mental health and discourage investment in farms (Figure 3).
Overall, although there are clear disadvantages to the proposed reservoir, I believe that the long-term advantages outweigh the negative impacts. The reservoir would provide a more sustainable and reliable water supply for future generations in Lincolnshire while also supporting economic development in the region.

