YEAR 7 MUSIC: SEA SHANTIES
This topic introduces you to sea shanties, the work songs traditionally sung by sailors.
You will explore rhythm, pulse, melody, structure, dynamics and ensemble performance while learning how music can help people work together.

WHAT IS A SEA SHANTY?
A SEA SHANTY is a traditional work song associated with sailors and workers on ships.
Shanties were used to help sailors:
· Work together
· Keep a steady rhythm
· Coordinate physical tasks
· Pass the time
· Build a sense of community
The person leading the song was called the SHANTYMAN.
The crew would respond by singing a repeated section.

CALL & RESPONSE
One of the most important features of a sea shanty is:
CALL
The leader sings a line.
RESPONSE
The group responds.
For example:
LEADER: Call
CREW: Response
This structure helps everyone work together.

SEA SHANTY STRUCTURE
A typical shanty might use:
CALL → RESPONSE → CALL → RESPONSE
The leader may sing different words during each call while the crew repeats the same response.
This creates a strong and predictable structure.

MUSICAL ELEMENTS
PULSE
The steady beat underneath the music.
Think of the pulse as the musical heartbeat.

RHYTHM
A pattern of long and short sounds.
Rhythm is particularly important in sea shanties because it helps sailors coordinate their movements.

TEMPO
The speed of the music.
FAST = quick tempo
SLOW = slow tempo
The tempo can affect the energy of a performance.

DYNAMICS
How loud or quiet the music is.
FORTE (f) = loud
PIANO (p) = quiet
A gradual increase in volume is called a:
CRESCENDO
A gradual decrease in volume is called a:
DIMINUENDO / DECRESCENDO

MELODY
The main tune of a piece of music.
A melody is a sequence of musical notes that we recognise as the main musical line.
In a sea shanty, the melody is usually:
· Easy to remember
· Repetitive
· Designed for a group to sing
· Strong and clear

RHYTHMIC FEATURES
Sea shanties often use:
REPETITION
A rhythm or musical phrase is repeated.
STEADY PULSE
The beat remains clear and consistent.
STRONG ACCENTS
Some beats are emphasised.
SYNCOPATION
The emphasis is placed on an unexpected or weak part of the beat.

MUSICAL TEXTURE
TEXTURE describes how many musical layers are being performed at the same time.
SOLO
One person performs.
UNISON
Everyone performs the same melody or rhythm together.
HOMOPHONIC
One main melody is supported by other musical parts.
POLYPHONIC
Two or more independent melodies are performed at the same time.
Sea shanties can build texture by adding different vocal or instrumental parts.

ENSEMBLE SKILLS
An ENSEMBLE is a group of performers working together.
Good ensemble musicians need:
LISTENING
Listen carefully to the other performers.
TIMING
Stay together with the pulse.
BALANCE
Make sure one part does not overpower the others.
CONFIDENCE
Perform your part clearly.
CONCENTRATION
Stay focused throughout the performance.
COMMUNICATION
Watch and listen to other performers.

VOCAL SKILLS
When singing a sea shanty:
DICTION
Pronounce the words clearly.
BREATH CONTROL
Take controlled breaths so that you can sing phrases effectively.
PROJECTION
Sing loudly and clearly enough for the audience to hear.
TONE
The quality and character of your singing voice.
EXPRESSION
Use your voice to communicate the meaning and mood of the song.

INSTRUMENTAL SKILLS
If accompanying a sea shanty, musicians might use:
· Body percussion
· Percussion instruments
· Keyboard
· Ukulele
· Guitar
· Other classroom instruments
The accompaniment should support the pulse, rhythm and melody rather than overpowering the singers.

SEA SHANTY VOCABULARY
Sea Shanty • Sailor • Shantyman • Work Song • Call & Response • Pulse • Beat • Rhythm • Melody • Tempo • Dynamics • Forte • Piano • Crescendo • Diminuendo • Repetition • Accent • Syncopation • Unison • Texture • Ensemble • Diction • Projection • Expression

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
Sea shanties became particularly associated with sailors and merchant ships during the Age of Sail.
They were practical songs used during physically demanding jobs such as:
· Pulling ropes
· Raising sails
· Moving cargo
· Operating equipment
Different tasks could require different types of shanty.
The music therefore had a practical purpose, not just an entertainment purpose.

WHY DID SAILORS SING?
Sea shanties helped sailors:
KEEP TIME - WORK TOGETHER -  COORDINATE MOVEMENTS - MAKE HARD WORK MORE MANAGEABLE
They also helped create a sense of community and shared identity.
KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING
You should be able to:
· Define a sea shanty.
· Explain why sailors used shanties.
· Describe call and response.
· Identify pulse, rhythm and melody.
· Explain tempo and dynamics.
· Describe musical texture.
· Use appropriate musical vocabulary.

COMPOSING & CREATING
You should be able to:
· Create a simple rhythmic pattern.
· Create a call and response.
· Write lyrics connected to a theme.
· Use repetition effectively.
· Create a clear musical structure.
· Make music that works as an ensemble.

PERFORMING
You should be able to:
· Keep a steady pulse.
· Perform rhythms accurately.
· Sing confidently.
· Listen to other performers.
· Stay together as an ensemble.
· Use appropriate dynamics.
· Perform with expression.


