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Year: 9						Term: 1RECALL: ALL the recall questions will ask you about year 8 content on Buddhism. You will need to think back to last year for this.
Abortion:
ABORTION: The termination (ending) of a pregnancy before birth.
PRO-CHOICE: The view that a woman should choose what to do with her own body. 
PRO- LIFE: The view that all life must be protected. 




Different Christians have different views regarding abortion. Methodists and Church of England Christians believe that abortion is wrong but should be permitted in certain circumstances. They would both argue that these include; if the mother was raped, if the mother’s life was at risk or if the foetus was handicapped and would have no quality of life.
Many Roman Catholics and Evangelical Protestants believe that Abortion is wrong whatever the circumstances therefore abortion can never be permitted.

They believe that:
 Life is holy and belongs to God so only God has the right to end a pregnancy.
Life begins when the ovum (egg) is fertilised therefore life begins at conception.
Every person has a right to life and a foetus is a potential person so abortion would destroy that life and is therefore forbidden.
Most Muslims regard abortion as wrong and haram (forbidden), but some accept that it may be permitted in certain cases. E.g. if continuing the pregnancy would put the mother's life in real danger.
Some Muslims permit abortion in the first 16 weeks of pregnancy, while others only permit it in the first 7 weeks.
The Qur’an does not explicitly refer to abortion but offers guidance on related matters like the sanctity of life (Importance of life) and Muslims believe that these teachings can be applied to the issue of abortion.
The Qur'an states:
Whosoever has spared the life of a soul, it is as though he has spared the life of all people. Whosoever has killed a soul, it is as though he has murdered all of mankind.
Qur'an 5:32
Most Muslims would argue that a foetus in the womb is recognised and protected by Islam as a human life.
Potential reasons why someone may choose an abortion:
· Too young/too old
· It was an accident
· Not financially possible to look after a baby
· Not in a stable relationship
· Not emotionally/mentally ready to raise a child
· Doesn’t have a stable environment to raise a child
· Foetus is not developing properly and may cause complications



Genetic Engineering – What is it??
Genetic engineering is about changing or destroying parts of a humans genetic make-up in the embryonic stages of life. 
Screening is one of the main reasons for embryos to be tampered with. This is when embryos are tested for genetically inherited diseases, so they don’t get passed on. This can include things like sickle cell anaemia or cystic fibrosis.


What do Christians say about euthanasia?
Most Christians would argue that euthanasia is wrong however, some show exception to turning off a life support machine so long as the individual shows no sign of brain activity.

Apart from this they would argue that all euthanasia is wrong because:
· Life is created by God and therefore up to him when life is taken away
· The Bible bans suicide and they would regard any type of euthanasia as suicide

What is euthanasia?
Euthanasia simply means an easy and gentle death. There are 2 main types of euthanasia: Voluntary or in-voluntary.
Voluntary (illegal in the UK)
Where a person is unable to end their own life but is able to make the decision and communicate. They may be given help to end their own life and is therefore sometimes called “assisted suicide”. 
Non-voluntary (legal in the UK)
Ending someone’s life painlessly when they are unable to ask, but when there is good reason for thinking they would want death e.g. switching off a life support machine.

Religious views to genetic engineering:
ISLAM:
Most Muslims would be against the idea of genetic engineering. They would argue that using it to tamper with human individuality and eligibility for personal responsibility is forbidden.
An exception is made when used to produce medicines or other material to alleviate suffering and illness but not to alter the genetic makeup of an individual.

CHRISTIANITY:
Christians are generally against genetic engineering. 
They believe that we are all created in the image of God and entitled to life & this shouldn’t be changed
They believe that genetic engineering encourages people who are not ‘perfect’ to be destroyed before they are born. 
Christians believe that every person has the right to life.
However, some Christians believe that God gave us the gifts of science therefore genetically engineered babies are his will! 
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